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                CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
                PRINT & ONLINE SALES

Location: Downtown Brooklyn (MetroTech Ctr.)

We are seeking motivated classifi ed advertising sales
representatives for our group of 40+ weekly and monthly

newspapers, annual magazines and specialty publications.
News Corporation’s Community Newspaper Group (CNG)

is dedicated to providing advertising services to local
community and regional businesses. The position involves

selling advertising, working closely with clients to achieve
and exceed customers’ expectations, maintaining and
developing a client base and seeking new business

opportunities via telephone.

Requirements:
• Clear speaking voice
• Computer literate
• Ability to work unsupervised and in a close team environment
• Previous sales experience highly regarded

Position pays salary plus commission, 401K, Medical

Please send your resume and cover letter to 
Email: atarley@cnglocal.com
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➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

Why pay more 
for

Your gas bill?
When working for us,

you can get your
Con Ed or Nat’l Grid

Bill lowered!
Consultants 

Needed Now!
P/T or F/T 

Free training available
Call Dennis 

646-327-0601
Go to our Websites:
www.denys.energy526.com 
www.denys.joinambit.com

Real Estate Sales 
Immed. Hire. 

No experience Neces-
sary. Great Training. 

Good 
commission split. 
For more info call 

Patricia R.E. 
347-385-8597

➤ EMPLOYMENT Career Training
Education 260

Medical Office Assistant - EKG Tech - Phlebotomy - Medical Lab Tech - Medical Records Clerk - 
Medical Transcriber Medical Claims Clerk - Medical Claims Analyst - Medical Records Supervisor 

- Medical Office Administrator - Medical Lab Supervisor - Medical Office Manager - 
Medical Insurance Processor - Medical Secretary - Medical Billing - Medical Coding and More

Don’t Settle For Less, Reward Yourself With One Of These Growing Medical Careers!

TAKE ACTION TODAY FOR SUCCESS TOMORROW

FRANKLIN CAREER INSTITUTE
The Key to Your Success

DON’T WAIT TO BE LAID-OFF OR DOWNSIZED
BEFORE YOU START TO UPSIZE YOUR CAREER

In Today’s Economic Climate, Upsizing Your Career Should Be A
Primary Concern. Through Our Complimentary Career Assessment

We Can Show You How Easy It Is To Upsize Your Career To One Of The
Exciting and Good Paying Medical Careers Listed Below:

The Allied Medical Industry Is Growing
By Leaps and Bounds!

SPECIAL
READER
BONUS $FreeFree

couponscoupons
to saveto save
you cashyou cash

Haitian master drummer Bonga (left) and his drum 
troupe will perform at the Children’s Museum of 
the Arts’ Caribbean-American Festival on Saturday, 
March 3 at 103 Charlton St., Manhattan. See page 
25.      Photo by  John Muggenborg

Continued on page 4

Guyana Exec Under Arrest

The latest Caribbean news and information at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

LAMINATES
Any Room

$699
FREE 
SHOP

AT
HOME 1-800-RUGS-R-US

CARPET – 3 Rooms
FREE PADDING!  FREE INSTALLATION!

(up to 108 sq ft)

$399
www.1800RugsRUs.com

(up to 288 sq ft)

1-800-784-7787

Caribbean Day at CMA
By Bert Wilkinson

The Guyana’s government’s public 
pledge to dismantle the elected Guyana 
Cricket Board (GCB) because of alleged 

widespread corruption and take over the 
administration of cricket by installing its 
Interim Management Committee (IMC) 

Continued on page 4

STEPHEN MARLEYSTEPHEN MARLEY
TAKES BESTTAKES BEST
REGGAE ALBUMREGGAE ALBUM
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By Nelson A. King
The United States has 

called on all political par-
ties and legislators in Haiti 
to work closely together 
in order to avert a politi-
cal crisis in the French-
speaking, earthquake-rav-
aged Caribbean country.

“Haiti’s executive and 
legislative branches need 
to rise above their inter-
ests and work together in 
the spirit of compromise to 
overcome their common 
challenges,” said Susan 
Rice, the U.S. Ambassador 
to the United Nations, who 
led a 15-member delegation 
of the U.N. Security Council 
on a visit to Haiti last week, 
calling on the legislative 
and executive branches to 

U.S. plea 
for unity 
in Haiti CRICKET CRICKET 
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Caribbean 
Roundup

News from back home 
updated daily at

www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued on page 18

Guyana

Guyana Police 
Commissioner Henry 
Greene has obtained a 
temporary injunction 
from a High Court, block-
ing police from charging 
him with rape.

Greene, through his 
attorneys led by senior 
counsel Rex Mackay, 
claimed the director of 
Public Prosecutions’ 
advice is bad and the 
woman, who accused 
him, lacked credibility.

The 57-year-old report-
edly admitted to having 
sex with the accuser, but 
claimed that it was con-
sensual.

Greene went on leave 
in December to facilitate 
the probe. He and the 
complainant have been 
questioned by Guyanese 
and Jamaican investiga-
tors.

He also wants the High 
Court to quash the advice 
by the DPP because there 
was insufficient evidence 
to provide a “realistic 
prospect of conviction.”

Haiti

Haitian President 
Michel Martelly recently 
backed off a suggestion 
from an interview a day 
earlier that he might 
be open to a pardon for 
former dictator Jean 
Claude Duvalier.

He said he meant only 
that he wanted and end 
to the internal conflict 
that has long afflicted his 
country.

Martelly, speaking in 
a radio interview said 
that he “never proposed 
to pardon” the dictator 
known as “Baby Doc,” 
who is under a judicial 
investigation for crimes 
committed during his 

By Nelson A. King
The newly-elected gov-

ernment of Prime Minister 
Portia Simpson Miller in 
Jamaica has begun initial 
discussions on the coun-
try’s transition to republi-
can status, a government 
statement issued in New 
York on Feb. 16 said. 

The  Jamaica 
Information Service (JIS) 
said Sandrea Falconer, 
Minister with responsi-
bility for Information, 
made the disclosure 
at a press briefing on 
Wednesday.  

“She said the talks are 
being led by the ministry 
of justice and the attor-
ney general’s department, 
spearheaded by a minis-
terial committee, which 
is to make recommenda-
tions to cabinet before 
talks with the opposition 
begin,” JIS said. 

The statement said the 
same ministerial commit-
tee is spearheading dis-
cussions for the Caribbean 
Court of Justice (CCJ) to 
become Jamaica’s final 
court of appeal. 

It said the justice min-
istry and the attorney 
general’s department are 
also “playing lead roles in 
these discussions.”

“It was advised that the 
two matters (Republican 
status and CCJ) are to be 
kept separate,” Falconer 
said. 

In her inaugural speech 
in January, Simpson 
Miller indicated that the 
government intended 
to begin the process of 
removing all ties with 
the British monarchy in 
becoming a “truly inde-
pendent nation.” 

Currently, under the 
Jamaican constitution, 

the country’s head of state 
is Queen Elizabeth II. The 
prime minister is formally 
appointed into office by 
the governor-general of 
Jamaica, who represents 
the Queen. 

Simpson Miller also 
signaled the administra-
tion’s intention to estab-
lish the CCJ in its final 
appellate jurisdiction and 
“end judicial surveillance 
from London.” 

The CCJ was estab-
lished as a regional judi-
cial entity, about 11 years 
ago, to be the final appel-
late court for member-
states of the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM). 

While Jamaica is a sig-
natory to the establish-
ment of the CCJ, it does 
not yet use the court, as 
local cases are still referred 
to the London-based Privy 
Council, JIS said. 

By Azad Ali
The Caribbean Hotel and 

Tourism Association (CHT) 
is calling on the Caribbean 
media to maintain pressure 
on the British government 
to repeal its controversial 
Airline Passenger Duty 
(APD), which, it says is 
damaging the economies 
of the region’s countries.

CHTA President Joseph 
Forstmayr of Jamaica con-
tended the tax had reduced 
the number of British 
visitors to the Caribbean 
by some 90,000 a year in 
contrast to other European 
countries without such lev-
ies.

He said economic dam-
ages leveled by the tax on 
the islands were even more 
damaging because U.K. vis-
itors stayed between l0 and 
14 days in the Caribbean, 
which was a considerable 
amount of revenue lost to 
regional communities and 
businesses.

Alec Sanguinetti, direc-
tor general and CEO of 
CHTA agreed none of the 

British government’s aid 
programs in the region 
approached the value of 
tourism to local econo-
mies.

He called for innova-
tive ways of protesting the 
punitive U.K. taxes such 
as slogans on Caribbean 
athletes competing in the 
Olympics in London this 
summer.

Cash-strapped regional 
airline LIAT lost US$46 
million last year and US$26 
million more than in 2010.

And the airline is consid-
ering suing Trinidad and 
Tobago-owned Caribbean 
Airlines Ltd (CAL) over 
“unfair competition” under 
CARICOM protocols.

St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Prime Minister 
Dr. Ralph Gonsalves, chair 
of the shareholder govern-
ments told news confer-
ence in Kingstown that 
while shareholder govern-
ments are committed to 
keeping the airline afloat 
and recognizes its necessity 
and desirability, they would 

have to take some “serious 
decisions going forward.”

Gonsalves, who is also 
the CARICOM spokesper-
son on air transportation, 
said LIAT would seek legal 
advice on how CAL “is con-
ducting its business by pro-
viding subsidies and com-
ing on the routes, compet-
ing with us.”

“They pay just US$50 
a barrel for aviation fuel. 
We pay US$110, $120. 
Obviously that can’t be 
correct. I have no problem 
with CAL coming in our 

routes, none whatsoever. 
The competition is fine but 
the competition has to be 
on a level playing field,” 
Gonsalves said.

Gonsalves, along with 
his Barbados and Antigua 
and Barbuda counter-
parts Freundel Stuart and 
Baldwin Spencer, met 
recently in Barbados with 
LIAT’s board and manage-
ment and unions repre-
senting the airline’s work-
ers.

The meeting mandated 
Gonsalves to communi-
cate concerns about the 
fuel subsidy to Trinidad 
and Tobago Prime Minister 
Kamla Persad-Bissessar’s 
government, owners of 
CAL.

“It is our contention that 
such unfair competition is 
subversive of the Revised 
Treaty of Chaguaramas 
and also of the Common 
Air Services Agreement in 
CARICOM and we must 
address it,” the St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines prime 
minister said.

By Nelson A. King
Haiti’s Minister of the 

Interior, Thierry Mayard-
Paul, said on Feb. 14 that his 
earthquake-ravaged country 
is charting a new course for 
sustainable economic develop-
ment.

“We are focusing our efforts 
on investment and job crea-
tion, particularly in Haiti’s 
heartland,” said Mayard-Paul, 
in articulating the Martelly 
administration’s new vision for 
Haiti, after meeting in Port-
au-Prince, the Haitian capital, 
with a delegation of the Bureau 
of Heads of Government of 
the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM), led by Suriname’s 
President, Desire Delano 
Bouterse. 

“We understand that the key 
to driving sustainable devel-
opment in Haiti is to map it 
throughout our entire nation, 
and then drive it through local 
initiatives and decentralized 
cooperation,” he added. 

CARICOM leaders were in 
Haiti this week on a two-day 
mission “to forge stronger ties 
and closer cooperation between 
the 14-member states while 
exploring ways to strengthen 
Haiti’s participation in the 
organization,” said Haiti’s 
Ministry of the Interior in a 
statement. 

Under discussion was the 
adoption of French as an offi-
cial and working language for 
the organization, it said. 

After thanking CARICOM 
members for their ongoing 
support of Haiti since the Jan. 
12, 2010 earthquake, Mayard-
Paul emphasized that his 
impoverished, French-speaking 
Caribbean nation is progress-
ing in its recovery efforts.

“President Martelly’s new 
vision for Haiti is to build a 
socially just, economically 
free, and politically independ-
ent nation that does not end 
with reconstruction but, rath-
er, begins with renovation,” 
he said. 

“This is aligned with the 
administration’s vision for 
decentralization and job crea-
tion through investment,” he 
added. 

“It is clear that what Haitians 
want and need is (are) jobs that 
will restore their dignity,” con-
tinued Mayard-Paul, stating 
that Haiti offers an “energetic 
and willing workforce.”

CHT continues tax pushback

St. Vincent P.M. 
Dr. Ralph Gonsalves.
 AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos

Jamaica’s republican 
status on fast track

Charting 
new path 
in Haiti

Jamaicas’ Prime 
Minister Portia Simpson 
Miller.

AP Photo/Collin Reid
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By Kingsley Dougan
Church Avenue will have 

five new colorful and vibrant 
additions to the neighbor-
hood in Spring 2012. 

The Church Avenue 
Business Improvement 
District (Church Avenue 
BID) is pleased to announce 
the designs selected for 
Uncover Church Avenue, a 
public art program to install 
murals on commercial gates 
along Church Avenue.

The program engages 
local artists, residents, chil-
dren, and merchants to take 
an active role in deciding the 
look of their neighborhood.

Uncover Church Avenue 
received over 50 submis-
sions from artists through-
out Brooklyn, including 
students from Erasmus Hall 
High School. After months 
of community voting, bro-
chures distributed, and an 
exhibition at the Flatbush 
Branch of the Brooklyn 
Public Library (ending on 
February 24), when the 
votes are finally in.

The participating 
Uncover Church Avenue 
artists include:

Bruce Zeines for Bonnie 
Youth Club (1221 Church 
Ave.), Rudjessy Secours for 

Richie Rich (1219 Church 
Ave), Sherry Ginsberg 
Davis for Iglesia Pentecostal 
(1115 Church Ave.) Nu for 
Children’s Corner (1101 
Church Ave.) Catherine 
Rutgers for Drive Time 
Radio (1111 Church Ave.)

The artists are a mix of 
local residents: Bruce Zeines, 
Sherry Ginsberg Davis, and 
Catherine Rutgers, a new-
comer to Church Avenue, 
Nu and Erasmus Hall High 
School student Rudjessy 
Secours. 

“This part of Church 
Avenue is a very interest-
ing zone, with stores on 
one side and homes on 
the other,” states 20-year 
resident Catherine Rutgers.  
“My goal was to enhance 
a wonderful and complex 
environment, and bring eye-
catching, refreshing bright-
ness to the storefronts.” 

“The Church Avenue BID 
applauds the vision of these 
artists and their commit-
ment towards creating a 
positive and dynamic street-
scape on Church Avenue.”

For more information on 
Uncover Church Avenue, 
visit www.uncoverchur-
chave.wordpress.com.

By Nelson A. King 
The Grenada Office of Diaspora 

Affairs (ODA) says that hundreds of 
nationals in the Diaspora are expect-
ed home during the month of August 
to participate in a series of activities, 
including carnival, reunions and the 
“Grenadian Homecoming.”

The ODA said in a statement 
issued in New York on Feb. 21 that 
the “Homecoming,” which will be 
held from Aug. 5-18, under the 
theme, “Engaging Our Communities 
– Embracing Our Heritage”, will 

involve returning nationals engag-
ing in community projects, semi-
nars, a youth camp, and a dinner and 
awards ceremony. 

“The ‘Homecoming’ is the main 
calendar event for the ODA in 2012, 
and plans are on-going to create 
a platform for Grenadian nationals 
in the Diaspora to return to the 
island during the month of August 
and participate in the activities,” the 
statement said. 

“We are encouraging Grenadians 
in the Diaspora to be a part of this 

historic homecoming celebrations 
this year,” said Elizabeth Greenidge, 
permanent secretary in the Grenada 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

“This is an opportunity for our 
nationals who are returning home 
for the summer to engage in various 
community activities, and exchang-
ing of ideas through workshops and 
seminars,” she added.

Organisers have also included in 
the program a public viewing of the 
Men’s 400-meter final on the after-
noon of Aug. 6, 2012.

PORT OF SPAIN, Feb. 
13 - Four months before 
the island hosts the World 
Congress of the Vienna-
based International 
Press Institute (IPI), the 
Trinidad and Tobago gov-
ernment finds itself on 
the defense in the wake 
of police raids on two 
national media houses in 
six weeks.

Police officers from 
the Anti-Corruption 
Investigation Bureau 
(ACIB), a unit within the 
Office of the Attorney 
General, swooped down 
on the Newsday news-
paper and the home of 
one its senior political 
and parliamentary writ-
ers, Andre Bagoo, last 
Thursday.

“Our constitution 
enshrines the right to a 
free press as a fundamen-
tal human right and the 
government believes this 
is vital to our democracy,” 
the 20-month-old coali-
tion People’s Partnership 
government said in a 
statement after the event.

Police Commissioner 
Dwayne Gibbs defended 
the action, noting that 
police “have a responsibil-
ity to uphold the law and 
conduct their investiga-
tions in accordance with 
that law.”

A similar search of a tel-
evision station occurred 
on Dec. 29, 2011, prompt-
ing IPI, which holds its 
congress here from June 
23-26, to state that “such 
actions inevitably have a 
chilling effect on media 
freedom and we urge the 
government to take steps 
to make sure that dispro-
portionate shows of force 
like this don’t become a 
habit”.

“A raid by police on a 
media house always raises 

profound issues of free-
dom of the press and the 
permissible scope of gov-
ernment action,” said IPI 
executive director, Alison 
Bethel McKenzie.

Yet less than two 
months later, the police 
descended on Newsday 
and Bagoo’s home in 
search of evidence they 
said would help identify 
the person who leaked 
information for the basis 
of a story showing discord 
between the chairman of 
the Integrity Commission, 
Ken Gordon, and his 
deputy, Gladys Gafoor. 
The police had written to 
Bagoo on Jan. 20 request-
ing that he reveal the 
source of the informa-
tion.

“It is fundamental to 
the functioning of a jour-
nalist that she or he is 
able to protect sources 
of information. Without 
this, the work of the 
journalist, particularly 
the investigative journal-
ist, is fatally impaired,” 
Newsday’s editor-in-chief, 
Therese Mills, said in a 
statement.

Ironically, the call for 
the police to investigate 
the leak at the Integrity 
Commission came from 
Gordon, a former news-
paper publisher who has 
always promoted himself 
as a fighter on behalf of 
press freedom and after 
whom a school of jour-
nalism here has been 
named.

The Integrity 
Commission confirmed 
that it had requested the 
police investigation, even 
as it also acknowledged, 
“A free and independent 
media is one of the corner-
stones of our Constitution 
and our democracy.”

Police raids on media 
threaten press freedom

Artists uncover the beauty 
of Church Avenue district

Rudjessy Secours with her design for Richie Rich.
 Photo credit: Church Avenue BID.

Rendering for Children’s 
Corner by artist, NU.
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Continued on page 15

Grenada plans major homecoming celebrations
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stop the wrangling. 
“The president and 

prime minister have prior-
itized investments to cre-
ate jobs to build a brighter 
future,” she told reporters 
at the end of the four-day 
mission to Haiti.

“But we also under-
stand that improvements 
in the rule of law, in insti-
tution building, fighting 
corruption and removing 
other barriers to growth 
are key to attracting and 
retaining the quality and 
quantity of investments 
that Haiti needs,” Rice 
continued. 

Other United Nations’ 
diplomats expressed fear 
about worsening post-car-
nival political crisis in the 
impoverished country.  

“From what we heard, 
there is a risk of politi-
cal confrontation,” said 
Philip Parham, the United 
Kingdom’s deputy per-
manent representative 
to the United Nations, 
who was among Security 

Ambassadors on the Haiti 
trip. “Some people think it 
is really significant.

“One vital ingredient in 
moving forward is going 
to be clear and inclusive 
leadership from the top,” 
he added.  

Parham said Haitian 
legislators have com-
plained about “politi-
cal differences with the 
President, with whom the 
opposition-dominated par-
liament is at loggerheads.

“It would have been 
good to hear more of a 
positive vision for Haiti 
and the role of the par-
liamentary leadership in 
that,” he said. 

On Feb. 17, Haiti’s 
National Palace blamed 
“trouble makers” near the 
Champ de Mars for attack-
ing the president’s motor-
cade. 

Reports indicated that 
President Michel Martelly 
was hit by a rock but not 
seriously injured as he 
walked in a Carnival pro-
cession. 

took a new turn over 
the weekend when local 
police arrested board 
secretary Anand Sanasie 
on suspicion that he was 
part of an organized ring 
that sold visas to ordi-
nary Guyanese by pass-
ing them off to Western 
embassies as bona fide 
cricketers.

Sanasie who was 
indicted on treason 
charges by the previ-
ous PNC administration 
more than 20 years ago 
and is also one of the 
GCB’s representatives on 
the Antigua-based West 
Indies Cricket Board, was 
released by police after 
hours of questioning on 
Friday but was told in no 
uncertain manner that 
police are now reviewing 
visa support letters he 
and board members wrote 
to the U.S., Canadian and 
UK embassies years ago 
to determine how many 
non-cricketers had prof-
ited from the scheme.

Senasie, a former 
military officer, is one 
of Georgetown’s lead-
ing businessmen. Digicel 
rents its headquarters 
building from him, while 
the elections commission 
has two of its key offices 
under lease from Senasie. 
It is widely believed that 
police are acting on the 
instructions of govern-
ment in the latest effort 
to dismantle the board 
and install its own pre-
ferred faces.

In all, investigators 
say that more than 80 
such letters were sent to 
embassies over the years 
and some had included 
people who never prop-
erly held a bat or had 
bowled a ball in any rec-
ognized form of cricket. 
Sanasie has denied the 
charges.

Police say they are look-
ing at two specific cases 
that might prove their 
case. Letters were writ-
ten for Marvin Munroe 
and Wasin Haslim as 

youngsters who were 
senior national cricket-
ers but after checks it 
was easily proved that 
both were not. Director 
of Sports and Member of 
Parliament Neil Kumar 
was also listed as a match 
scorer on a team traveling 
to Canada. Police say this 
one is also suspicious as 
well.

Senasie was due to 
revisit police headquar-
ters as the work week 
began. Government has 
brought in former Guyana 
and West Indies Captain 
Clive Lloyd to help lead 
the charge aimed at 
“reorganizing cricket in 
Guyana.”

The effort has so far 
had both some farcical 
and devastating moments 
for local cricket as the 
WICB scrubbed Guyana 
off the list of venues for 
the Australia Test match 
in April and has moved 
the Guyana team from its 
local base to Dominica 
from where it has already 

won two of the four-day 
matches in the annual 
regional competition. 
Farcically, the IMC had 
also named a separate 
national team

The government putsch 
is continuing despite 
the fact that the region-
al umbrella board has 
warned that next year’s 
international matches 
might also be taken away. 
Lloyd argues that cricket 
is in the doldrums and he 
can no longer stand idly 
by and so he is dedicat-
ing time to helping to 
restructure the game and 
its chaotic administration 
in Guyana.

His critics, however, 
say that he has so far 
made the fatal mistake 
of siding with authori-
ties and the IMC instead 
of placing himself in 
the middle as a media-
tor, using the influence, 
respect and credibility 
to help solve problems 
that have been around for 
years.

Gov’t attempt to take over cricket U.S. call to avert 
a Haitian crisis

Continued from cover

Continued from cover

Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center 
585 Schenectady Avenue 

Brookyln, NY 11203 
Tel: 718-363-6983

Now accepting new patients
Office Hours: Mon-Sat 8am to 7pm | www.oseikwakyeobgyn.com

Compassionate, Personalized and Specialized Women’s Health Care

Dr. Kwakye-Berko Dr. Solomon Osei
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*Special terms apply to purchases charged with approved credit to the EBA card issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank. 24 equal monthly payments are required during the promotional period. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the regular APR if the purchase balance is not paid in full within
the promotional period or if you make a late payment. For newly opened accounts, the regular APR is 27.99%. The APR may vary. The APR is given as of 11/30/11. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. Offer expires 2-29-12. **No credit transactions are leased-purchase agree-
ments thru RAC acceptance. Rebates are issued as a NECO Alliance Visa Reward Card issued by The PrivateBank and Trust Company pursuant to a license from Visa USA, Inc, and may be used wherever Visa Debit cards are accepted. The PrivateBank and Trust Company; Member FDIC. NYC Consumer Affairs Lic. #0905375

JUMBO 
SHIPPING 
BARRELS †

NY’s #1 Source 
For 220v - 50/60 Cycle 
Appliances For Overseas!

Transformers 
Step Up and and Step Down Voltage Transformers.
50 Watts To 10,000 Watts. Huge Selection.

750 Watt
Transformer

$7999$7999

220V/50HZ 
Super 3.2 Cu. Ft. 
Capacity Washer
•10 wash cycles 
•3 Wash/Rinse Temperatures 
•HydroWave wash system  
•Variable speed motor  
#WISR106DGWW

NEXT
DAY 

DELIVERY

$59999$59999

50/60HZ
18.1 cu. ft. 
Refrigerator
•Adjustable Glass Shelves
•Gallon Door Storage
•Clear Crispers-
Snack Drawer

•Upfront Temp Controls  
#GTH18HBC

NEXT
DAY 

DELIVERY

$69999$69999

Export
Model!

Export
Model!

New!

on select purchases

APPLY TODAY!
QUICK 2 MINUTE 
APPROVAL!

SAME DAY REPLACEMENT 
INSTALLATION AND HAUL AWAY 
ON EVERY ITEM 
WE SELL.

AT TIME OF DELIVERY ONLY. 
   NO REBATES   N        NO HASSLES

ELIVER
    N    

SAVE $600.00

You Get:
Frigidaire 18.2 cu. ft. Stainless Steel Refrigerator
•Adjustable Glass Shelves, Humidity Controlled Crisper Drawers, Gallon Door Storage #FFHT1817LS

Frigidaire 30" Stainless Steel Gas Range With Sealed Burners 
•Low-Simmer Burner, 4.2 cu. ft. Oven Capacity, Broiler Drawer, Extra-Large Window #FFGF3047LS

Frigidaire Stainless Steel Over-the-Range Microwave Oven 
•1,000 Cooking Watts •10 Power Levels •300 CFM Variable Speed Ventilation #FFMV164LS

Frigidaire Built-In Dishwasher 
•5 Wash Cycles, Precision Wash Technology, Delay Start, Ready-Select Controls #FFBD2403LS

Originally $2099.00
Sale $1649.00

**LESS Mftr Total Mail-In Rebate $150.00
Final Price $1499.00

af
te

r m
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free
install!

NEXT
DAY 

DELIVERY

$27999$27999

free
install!

Apt Size 
Gas Range 
w/ Sealed Burners
•Electronic Ignition
•Spill-Free Lift Off Top 
#haier HGRA201AAWW

free
install!

30” Gas Range 
•Electronic Spark Ignition
•Heavy Cast Iron Grates
mark royal#SFK2900

Gas
Cooktop 
summit 
#WTL03

$4999$4999

24” Wall Oven 
•Oven Window 
•Electronic Ignition 
summit #WTM7212KW

$19999$19999
free

install!

$55999$55999

Range Hood
•Fan and Light 
#413001

Front-Load 
Washer
•5 Wash Cycles 
•Auto Temp. Control 
•Stainless Steel Tub 
#FAFW3001LW

Matching 
Dryer
•7.0 cu. ft. Capacity 
•Wrinkle Release 
•9 Cycles •5 Temps
#FAQE7111LW

free
install!

Stands Optional CLOSEOUT!

$44999$44999

YOUR
CHOICE

$34999$34999

NEXT
DAY 

DELIVERY

free
install!

30” Mono-Chromatic
White Range 
•Front-Mounted Infinite
Control Switches 
#haier HGR303AAWW

$29999$29999

NEXT
DAY 

DELIVERY

NEXT
DAY 

DELIVERY

Portable 
Electric Dryer
•9 Lbs. Drying Capacity
•Auto Dry-
Timed Dry Settings 
•Lightweight #D1101IS

Portable 
Washing Machine
•Stainless Steel Wash Tub 
•Rollers •Electronic Controls 
•Automatic Wash Cycles 
•3 Water Temps #W511

Compact & Portable

$28999$28999

$26999$26999

Gas or
Electric!

NEXT
DAY 

DELIVERY

free
install!

30” Gas Range 
w/ Sealed Burners
•Continuous Grates 
•Self-Clean Oven
#JGB281DERSS

sale $539.99 
less $40.00 
mail-in rebate

$49999$49999
final cost

free
install!

30” Stainless
Steel Gas Range
w/ Sealed Burners
•Low-Simmer Burner
•Extra-Large Window
#FFGF3047LS

sale $499.99 
less $40.00 
mail-in rebate

$45999$45999
final cost

NEXT
DAY 

DELIVERY

Super Capacity Washer
•7 Wash Cycles •3 Water Temps 
•4 Water Levels •Electronic 
Controls #haierRWT350AW

Super Capacity Dryer
•6.5 cu.ft. •5 Auto Dry Cycles 
•3 Temperature Settings  
•Ultra-Quiet Operation 
#haierRDE350AW

Buy The Pair for only $449.99 SAVE $149.99!

$20999$29999 $20999$29999

$14999$14999
Now

Washer Dryer

free
install!

with washer purchase

$9999$9999

Beverage Center
•Chills up to 42 cans 
or 17 bottles 

•Auto defrost 
•3 full-width shelves 
•Adj. thermostat
Haier#HBCN02EBB

96-Can-46
Bottle Wine-
Beverage Center
•Flat back 
•Adjustable legs
•Adjustable thermostat 
•Auto-defrost
Haier#HBCN05EBB

$7999$7999

EXCLUSIVE
‘NO LEMON’
GUARANTEE.

‘WE’LL BE THERE’
DELIVERY
GUARANTEE.

LOWEST PRICE
GUARANTEE ON ALL
MAJOR APPLIANCES.
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ACCIDENTS

Call: Attorney Denis C Guerin
 315 Madison Ave, (Corner of 42nd St) 

Manhattan, NY

Tel: 212-398-9238

$ Millions in Settlements – Free consultation

» Construction 
» Scaffold Accidents 

» Car Accidents » Slip and Fall 
» Bankruptcy » Divorces

With over 20yrs experience. 

Proven and trusted:

EYE SERVICE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

Brooklyn’s “Clear Choice”  
for all your vision needs

Cataract Surgery
Glaucoma Diagnosis & Treatment

Diabetic Eye Screening & Treatment
Routine Eye Examinations for Children & Adults

PARK SLOPE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

11 Plaza St. West
Brooklyn, NY 11217

718-638-2020

EAST FLATBUSH/CROWN HEIGHTS
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

585 Schenectady Avenue
DMRI 2nd Fl.

Brooklyn, NY 11203
718-604-5791

VISIT US AT 
www.downstate-eye.com

Kingsbrook Jewish 
Medical Center

By Nelson A. King 
 Former Grenada Prime 

Minister George Brizan, a 
co-founder of the incum-
bent National Democratic 
Congress (NDC), died on 
Feb. 18 at the General 
Hospital in St. George’s, 
the Grenada capital, follow-
ing a prolonged illness. He 
was 69. 

Brizan, an economist 
and educator in train-
ing, was the “Spice Isle’s” 
sixth prime minister since 
independence, serving for 
four months in 1995 on 
the resignation of Nicholas 
Brathwaite. 

His party was defeated 
by Dr. Keith Mitchell’s New 
National Party (NNP), a 
successor to another party 
Brizan formed, the National 
Democratic Party (NDP).

In 1987, Brizan and 
former Attorney General 
Francis Alexis founded the 
NDC, now led by Prime 
Minister Tillman Thomas, 
who returned the party to 

government in 2008 after 
13 years in opposition. 

Brizan served in the 
1990-1995 Brathwaite 
administration as finance 
minister and later agricul-
ture minister. He was also 
minister for trade, indus-
try, production and energy.

In addition, he was a 
consultant to successive 
Grenadian governments 
on economic affairs since 
the late 1960s, including 
that of his successor, Prime 

Minister Mitchell. 
Born George Ignatius 

Brizan, on Oct. 31, 1942, 
in the southeastern parish 
of St. David’s, he was edu-
cated at Catholic schools, 
St. Dominic’s Primary 
and Presentation Brothers 
College. 

He was trained at the 
Grenada Teacher’s College, 
where he earned a cer-
tificate in Education from 
the University of the West 
Indies before pursuing 
undergraduate and gradu-
ate studies in Canada.

A prolific writer and 
speaker on Grenadian histo-
ry, Brizan wrote “Grenada: 
Island of Conflict”, pub-
lished by Macmillan 
Caribbean in 1998 and con-
sidered a seminal work on 
a turbulent island’s past, 
from the 17th Century 
European settlement to the 
1983 coup and invasion. 

He also wrote “Brave 
Young Grenadians: Loyal 
British Subjects.”

Ex-Grenada PM George 
Brizan passes at 69

Former Prime Minister 
George I. Brizan
Photo courtesy government 

of Grenada
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By Dr. C. Hammoud Ph.D.
�I had terrible Acne for 3 years and tried products with Benzoyl
Peroxide, Aloe Vera and others. After 4 days taking the Bell natural
product #60 it started to clear up my skin. My skin changed from terrible
to beautiful. Mylene Theriault, 19, Sorel-Tracy, QC �In 2 days my
son’s face completely cleared up of acne. My son is 15 and suffered for
3 years. We used many products like laser, Neem that did not work or
burned his skin. Veronica Marden, Seminole, TX �Unbelievable
acne free beautiful skin Last couple of years I had acne and tried
every product and antibiotics. Results with #60 were unbelievable.
Thanks for giving me beautiful skin and my self-esteem. Nelisa Royer,
28, Doral, FL �Within 6 days eczema cleared up completely. I
believe #60 addresses the cause internally instead of the symptoms.
Latifa Boutshik, 43, North York, ON �I had severe psoriasis over
95% of my body. Last 5 years I have stunned every doctor and
dermatologist. I spent tons of money on remedies. After I got Bell #60,
I’ve never seen anything work as fast in my life. Within 2 days I saw my
skin clearing up. I’m speechless. It was inexpensive compared with
what I spent before. Jessica Shantz, 25, Dawson Creek, BC �All
statements made on the Bell website are sent by delighted users. All
are real people. Most have listed phone numbers and can be called for

advice. No money is paid to them. Their reward is the relief they are getting. All say #60 works within
days not months, not years. It’s more effective than what they used before. It is less expensive (some
acne suppliers ship monthly and charge monthly, which may amount to large sums yearly). No side
effects were reported on #60. TRUE EVIDENCE that we are helping people.

Eczema
Psoriasis
Rosacea
Rashes

#60
Guaranteed better than all
others they used say dozens
of delighted users with full
names and towns on the Bell
website. Works by cleansing
blood inside rather than
attacking skin from the outside
and leaving the actual cause
untreated. Here are a few
examples:

ACNE

In other towns try your local health food stores first. If they don’t have it and don’t want to
order it for you, order on our website or call us with Visa or Mastercard. S & H $9.95.

Store inquiries are
welcome.

www.BellLifestyle.com
1-800-333-7995

�Cholesterol and triglycerides under control! For the last 5-
6 years I have been told that my cholesterol and triglycerides were out
of line. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 my doctor said he
was amazed about the change. This is a good product. Jerome Nettles,
51, Monroeville, AL �All statin drugs gave me pain! My doctor
tried them all on me. So he said to try a natural product. After taking
Bell Cholesterol Control #14 I have no more pain. I’m so happy about

this. Deanna O’Neil, 63, Tecumseh, ON.�I had great success with all Bell health products!
In the last 2 years I had relief with Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea, HDL Cholesterol Management,
Blood Pressure Combo and Stem Cell Activator. I love your products. They all work for me. Great
results. That’s all that matters. Basil Richards, 49, S.W. Ranches, FL �20 years of high
cholesterol alleviated! I had high cholesterol for 20 years and drugs didn’t agree with me. After
taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 for 6 months I had a check-up and was surprised about the big
improvement. I was delighted and extremely happy and so was my doctor. Norma Hrysio, 65, Lac
Du Bonnet, MB. We supply TRUE EVIDENCE.

Cholesterol
Control

High blood pressure is called the silent killer. If your BP is higher than
normal, try to get it down to about 120/80. For many people it is easy to
control. If it does not work for you we refund your money. On our website
you will find over 50 testimonials with full names and towns from all over
USA and Canada. Most of them have listed phone numbers and are happy
to talk about the relief they had. No money was paid for testimonials.

Other Bell products for relief of the following chronic ailments
All guaranteed! �Intestinal Cleansing & Weight Control #10 �Wrist Pain Carpal Tunnel
#30 �Stops Blood Sugar Imbalance & Weight Gain #40 �Calming Cronic Stress #66
�Colon Care & Cleanse #74. Bell is helping people everywhere. Dr. C. Hammoud M.H., Ph.D. recommends this effective fish peptide

blood pressure natural product. So does Dr. Julian Whitaker M.D. �I was
on 3 blood pressure drugs that did not work well. After starting Bell #26
my readings are generally well below 120/80. Dona A. Anderson, 76,
Sooke, BC � My blood pressure was 157/90 and I had side effects
from prescription drugs. I bought a monitor. After 6 months on Bell #26 I
was down to 120/80. Toni L. McCuistion, 52, Elizabethtown, PA � At
work my driver’s medical test was too high at 170/100. After taking Bell

#26 for a few days I went down to 128/84
which allowed me to pass my work medical.
Kris Geier, 48, Windsor, ON. All products guaranteed to work.

�AVAILABLE IN BROOKLYN: Downtown Natural Market 1707 Church Ave. Nostrand
Pharmacy 1432 Nostrand Ave. Greenfield Pharmacy 1526 Cortelyou Rd Fine Care Pharmacy 981
Fulton St. Noor Pharmacy 2036 Bedford Ave. Supreme Health Food Center 264 Lee Ave.Eve
Pharmacy 2836 Coney Island Ave Manipal Drugs 280 Nostrand Ave New Ronson Drugs 237 Utica Ave.
3P Drugs 799 Flushing Ave. Lincoln Place Pharmacy 1135 Eastern Parkway Unity Drugs 772 Grand
St. Boreum Drugs Corp 194 Union Ave Boro-Park Health Foods 5203 13th Ave Century Pharmacy
483 Kings Hwy Clarkson Pharmacy 524 Clarkson Ave Danny & Veer Health Foods 1827 A Flatbush
Ave Downtown Natural Market 51 Willougby Street Elm Pharmacy 1651 Coney Island Ave Established
Drugs 1743 Nostrand Ave The Essence of Life 451 6th Ave Eve Pharmacy 170 Avenue U Everything
Natural 1661 Ralph Ave Expidite Care Pharmacy 2283 norstrand Ave. Family Pharmacy & Surgical
1757 Bath Ave Farmacon Pharmacy 8007 5th Ave Fresh Health Food Emporium 1276 Fulton St.
Heights Apothecary 79 Atlantic Ave Fresh Health Food Emporium 594 Nostrand Ave Hebron Health
Food 9408 Church Ave Krimko Pharmacy 954 Nostrand Ave Lawrence Pharmacy 740 New Lots Ave
Manipal Drugs 280 Nostrand Ave Nannie Health Food Store 5218 Church Ave. Natural Vitamins 671
Manhattan Ave Palma Chemists 159 7th Ave Parkway Pharmacy 531 Church Ave Powell's Pharmacy
7517 3rd Ave Rabinowitz Pharmacy 602 Brighton Beach Ave Ralph Prescriptions 300 Wyckoff Ave
Rockway Pharmacy 1214 Flatbush Ave Rubinson Pharmacy 4223 Church Ave Saldo Drugs 384
Graham Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 5105 Church Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 6404 18th Ave Sims
Pharmacy 1711 Pitkin Ave Stella's Pharmacy 8722 Glenwood Rd Sunset RX Pharmacy 5808 4th
Ave. SVRH Pharmacy 161 Smith St Tony's Health Food Supermarket1316 Fulton St. Tony's Health
Food 2923 Glenwood Rd. Unzer Pharmacy 572 Bedford Ave. Vitamin Depot Nutrition Center 7721
5th Ave VLS Pharmacy 4402 5th Ave. Wyckoff Drugs 1236 Broadway Well SaSa 779 60th St. Shea
Beauty 1356 E. 48th St. �STATEN ISLAND: Tastebuds Natural Foods 1807 Hylan Blvd
Millers Pharmacy 173 Broad St Hyland Medicine Cabinet 1988 Hyland Blvd.  Tripharm Drug Inc
200 Richmond Ave Tompkinsville Pharmacy 45 Victory Blvd Family Health Center 1789 Victory
Blvd.  St. George Pharmacy 100 Stuyvesant 

�Relief in 3-5 days from dribbling, burning and rushing
to the toilet.  If you are considering surgery, try this tea first.
Must work of money refunded. 99% success rate. Helps
virtually everybody quickly. The only prostate remedy that
works so well that it comes with a money-back guarantee.
Literally hundreds of delighted men testifying on our web site:

� Doctor said to keep on drinking the tea.  Prescribed
prostate drugs did not help.  Leonard Pearcey, Wassis, NB
�I cancelled my prostate surgery. Get up once a night.
I'm so happy not to have to face the torment of a prostate
operation and incontinence or impotency.  Albert E. Blain, 74,
Schumacher, ON �Even after TURP prostate surgery
and microwave therapy had to get up many times.  Now down
to 1-2 times. Tea is 100% better than drugs.  Robert G. Stocker,
Eustasis, FL �After 1st year drinking tea my PSA went
down to 4.5; after 2nd year to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3.  I highly
recommend the tea. A real life saver.  Thomas M. Thurston,
Forsyth, GA. People’s phone numbers on our website.

Frequent
BATHROOM TRIPS?
Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea #4a

#14

High Blood Pressure?

#26
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Branch Grand Opening Celebration
February 22 - 29, 2012

���������	��
���
�����������	������	��������������C

Roosevelt Savings Bank

DRAWING FOR A 
42” LCD TV 

G
R

A
N

D
 P

R
IZ

E

*

*Special Offer for the travel mug is available at the Stuyvesant Heights branch of Roosevelt Savings Bank, a division of New York Community Bank, located at 1268 Broadway, Brooklyn, NY 11221 from Wednesday, February 22, 2012 to 
Wednesday, February 29, 2012 while supplies last.
**For all terms and conditions of the Stuyvesant Heights Grand Opening Celebration, please visit http://www.mynycb.com/promotion/stuyvesantheights.pdf or stop by the Stuyvesant Heights branch of Roosevelt Savings Bank.
New York Community Bank is not af�liated with �pple in any way.
�pple� and i�od� are trademarks of �pple �nc., registered in the �.S. and other countries. �pple is not a participant in or a sponsor of this promotion.

Stuyvesant Heights Branch

Special Offer- 

SPECIAL
EVENTS

First Prize Drawing- ®

Quality Wood Floors for Le$$

69¢

Next to Home Depot 
428 Willoughby Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11205

3 Blocks from Kings Plaza 

2373 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234

1-855-883-5667
www.liqwoodationfl oors.com

By Kenton Kirby
In 2011, in its stop-and-frisk pro-

gram, the NYPD recorded an all-time 
high and more than six times the 
number of stops that occurred in 
2002; executing nearly 685,000 stops 
in 2011.

Records indicate that 85 percent of 
those stopped were Black and Latino; 
and only 7 percent of those stops 
resulted in arrest --  a figure consist-
ent across racial groups.

In a pending lawsuit condemn-
ing the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk record, 
Manhattan Borough President Scott 
Stringr and the Manhattan Borough  
Board noted that:

* No gun was found in 99.9 percent 
of stops; 

* Many of these stops are not 
based on reasonable suspicion that 
a crime has or is taking place, but 
instead rely on dubious grounds such 
as “furtive movement”, which was 
recently banned as a basis for stops in 
Philadelphia; and

* one out of seven arrests  New 
York City are for low-level marijuana 
possession.

The borough board noted that the 
stop-and-frisk program costs city tax-
payers $75 million a year in police 
and court costs; and that  many 
young people are charged with these 
low-level offenses which do not carry 

jail time, but can compromise their 
chances at securing financial aid, 
accessing public housing, obtaining 
gainful employment, and enlisting in 
the military.

Borough President Scott Stringer 
and the borough board point to the 
facts which show that: 

~ In 2000, the United States Civil 
Rights Commission concluded that 
the NYPD stop-and-frisk program 
amounted to racial profiling; and,

~  In August 2011, the United 
States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York found that seri-
ous questions remain about racial 
disparities in current stop-and-frisk 
practices  about the constitutional-
ity of thousands of stops that do not 
result in arrest; and,

~ Quotas may have a role in driving 
the four-fold increase in stops over 
the last decade; and

~ The current stop-and-frisk prac-
tice is creating a deep layer of distrust 
bewteen police and the city’s Black 
and Latino neighborhoods that makes 
solving crime harder, not easier.

The Manhattan Borough Board 
seeks redress  with immediate resolu-
tion of the discriminatory practice, 
with the NYPD taking steps to reform 
Stop and Frisk practices immediately 
in order to address the racial dispari-
ties and constitutional concerns, by:

-- Implementation of measures, 
which may include increasing the 
accountability for precinct command-
ers through CompStat

~  New training at the Police 
Academy to make stops more consti-
tutional and less confrontational; 

~ Exploration of proven alterna-
tives to stop-and-frisk, like the “call-
in” approach pioneered by John Jay 
College Prof. David Kennedy, which 
has reduced violent crime by up to 
60 percent in cities such as Boston, 
Chicago, and Los Angeles.

The Manhattan Borough Board 
resolution also calls for a partnership 
between the United States Department 
of Justice and the NYPD to launch an 
investigation to determine “how Stop 
and Frisk is used in New York to 
determine whether racial profiling 
remains a problem and, if so, deter-
mine what steps should be taken to 
address such problems and improve 
the implementation of stop and frisk 
practices, “including whether the 
Department of Justice should appoint 
a special monitor.”

Borough President Scott Stringer 
and the Manhatan Borough Board 
would like to see passage of legislation 
pending before the State Legislature 
making possession of small amounts 
of marijuana in “public view” a viola-
tion, rather than a misdemeanor.

Stop and Frisk program irks board
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Visit our all-new website: 

www.classicqualityhomes.com

Call toll free

1-800-276-40001-800-276-4000
* MONTHLY PAY-

MENT BASED ON

YEAR FIXED RATE

MORTGAGE AT

4.85 %. 

LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)

Poconos Pennsylvania  Builder -- 90 mins. from NYC!

It’s a brand new year and time to

Stop Renting and 
Start Owning!

Buy a new home and pocket $5,000 at closing!
3 OR 4 BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / LIVING ROOM / DINING

ROOM / CENTRAL  AIR &HEAT /  WHIRLPOOL  
COMPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / FIREPLACE

/ FRONT PORCH / 1 CAR GARAGE / COMPLETE 
LANDSCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$6,808 DOWN PAYMENT 
$1,544 MO. PAYS ALL!

THE BRIDGEVILLE I

NOW $194,500
•  •  2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH.2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH.

4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / KITCHEN W/ ISLAND
BAR / 2ND FLOOR FAMILY LOFT AREA / LARGE LIVING
ROOM WITH FIREPLACE / 2 CAR GARAGE C0MPLETE

APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE TOWER / 
COMPLETE W/ LANDSCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$9,600 DOWN PAYMENT  
$2,154 MO. PAYS ALL!

THE HOMESTEAD

NOW $273,900
3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT

INCLUDING PRINCIPAL , INTEREST, TAXES
AND INSURANCE

INCLUDING PRINCIPAL , INTEREST,
TAXES AND INSURANCE

4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / FAMILY ROOM / DIN-
ING ROOM / CENTRAL AIR & HEAT / WHIRLPOOL
C0MPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE
TOWER / FIREPLACE / OVERSIZE 1 CAR GARAGE /  
COMPLETE W/ LANDSCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$7,000 DOWN PAYMENT  
$1,585 MO. PAYS ALL!

THE COUNTRY HOME

NOW $199,900
2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER

INCLUDING PRINCIPAL , INTEREST,
TAXES AND INSURANCE
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Letters to the Editor are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care 
of this newspaper to Kenton Kirby, Editor, Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech 
Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@cnglo-
cal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the 
individual’s verifiable address and telephone number included. Note that the address 
and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will be published or 
withheld on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all submissions.

Founded 1990 • Published by Community Newspaper Group
Corporate Headquarters: One Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, New York 11201
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This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright© 2012 by Courier-

Life, Inc., publishers. Caribbean Life is protected by Federal copyright law. Each issue of Caribbean Life is registered with the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 
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Op-Eds

By Lee H. Hamilton
What role should debates have in politi-

cal campaigning? That’s the question being 
raised by this Republican presidential pri-
mary season.

Some prominent Republicans are wor-
ried that the nonstop series of GOP debates 
has done their party more harm than good 
by showcasing all the differences among the 
candidates. But others disagree precisely 
because the debates have given the candidates 
a chance to air their opinions. “I think they’ve 
been the most important primary debates in 
our history. Certainly the most important I’ve 
ever covered,” CNN’s Wolf Blitzer said on the 
night of the Florida primary.

The debates’ impact on the campaign is 
interesting, but they raise a larger issue that 
shouldn’t get lost in presidential horse-race 
coverage. It has to do with how the average 
voter gets to know a candidate, whether for 
the presidency or for a seat in Congress — 
and what we ought to know about a candi-
date before we make up our minds. Can we 
devise a political campaign in this country 
that allows us to get beyond the debates’ one-
liners, superficial answers and stage-managed 
images, to an in-depth, wide-open discussion 
with opportunity for extensive follow-up?

There’s no question that debates have 
some value. Structured properly, they make 
a candidate put forth his or her ideas, give 
us a glimpse of how they behave under pres-
sure, and allow us to get a sense of what the 
candidates — and sometimes the party as a 
whole — believe the campaign is about. 

But there can be too much of a good thing. 
Preparing for many debates cuts hugely into 
the time a candidate spends with actual vot-
ers (rather than the media who control the 
debates), listening to their concerns, taking 
the temperature of the electorate, deepen-
ing the campaign’s message and building its 
organization and outreach. It’s important for 
candidates to get to know the electorate in the 
work place, at diners, in places of worship, at 
service-club meetings and shopping malls and 
even political rallies. Debates move the candi-

date toward the television screen and in some 
important ways away from the voter.

More fundamentally, it’s worth asking to 
what extent debates give voters the infor-
mation they need to make discriminating 
choices. You want a politician to be able 
to think on her feet and to be articulate, of 
course; agility with both words and ideas is a 
valuable political skill. But in public officials 
we want more than a good debater. Debates 
tend to harden candidates’ positions, reward-
ing indignation and forcefully stated convic-
tions. They show us nothing of a candidate’s 
ability to work toward common ground with 
people who disagree — which is, of course, 
the essence of governing. And debates steer 
candidates away from in-depth exploration of 
complex issues — witness, for instance, the 
almost total lack of foreign-policy discussion 
in the series of GOP presidential debates.

There are ways to handle some of these 
shortcomings, of course. Debates could 
benefit from avoiding the one-minute-
statement, 30-second-rebuttal format, and 
instead allow for true discussion in a format 
that would allow voters to see how the can-
didates address major issues in reasonable 
juxtaposition with one another. After all, 
that’s what elected officials have to be able to 
do — so why not let the electorate see them 
at it before they get elected?

There are many important qualities that 
debates do not test: the ability to build 
consensus, to work with people of differing 
opinions and backgrounds, to make sound 
judgments about what’s best for the country, 
to sort through complex issues and arrive 
at proposals that move the nation forward. 
These are qualities that voters can gauge 
only by seeing candidates in action on the 
stump, by hearing them explain in depth 
how they would approach our big challenges, 
and by watching them as they encounter 
people from all walks of life.

 Lee Hamilton is director of the Center on 
Congress at Indiana University. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
for 34 years.

By Celia Weinthrob
Brooklyn’s hospitals are in a pre-

carious state. Four of our borough’s 16 
hospitals are failing and will close if not 
merged with other, more financially 
stable ones. 

In late January, the New York State 
Office of Mental Health announced 
it was closing Kingsboro Psychiatric 
Center in East Flatbush, taking patients, 
their families and hospital employees by 
surprise.

A report issued by Stephen Berger for 
the NYS Commissioner 
of Health in November 
makes four radical sug-
gestions for immediate 
change. The first is that 
Wyckoff Heights Medical 
Center in Bushwick and 
Interfaith Medical Center 
in Crown Heights would 
lose their individual iden-
tities and integrate with 
Brooklyn Hospital Center 
in Fort Greene as the lead entity of the 
three. 

Brooklyn Hospital Center itself 
emerged from bankruptcy in late 2007. 
Wyckoff and Interfaith are at risk of 
imminent financial collapse. Interfaith’s 
expenses are 29 percent higher than its 
income, according to the NYS Office of 
Health Systems Management, and many 
of Wyckoff’s former senior leadership 
and trustees are now being investigated 
for mismanagement of hospital funds 
and questionable business practices. 

As for the benefits that Brooklyn 
Hospital Center might gain from this 
merger, a spokesperson cited the ability 
to offer increased quality of care while 
improving efficiency and gaining better 
revenues for the hospitals.  

Second, Kingsbrook Jewish Medical 
Center in East Flatbush is to absorb 
Brookdale Hospital Medical Center 
in Canarsie. Brookdale currently has 
expenses exceeding its income by 10 
percent, and restructuring its debt is 
essential to the success of this merger.

Kingsbrook, with a 1%  profit mar-
gin, is stronger financially. This integra-
tion will increase Kingsbrook’s strength 

in obstetrics, pediatrics, trauma care, 
and cardiac catheterization services. 
Brookdale, in turn, gains access to 
Kingsbrook’s well recognized rehabilita-
tion care and nursing homes.

The report also calls for Kingsboro 
Psychiatric to close its 290 in-patient 
beds, an action that was announced on 
Jan. 31 and will be completed by early 
March.

Kingsboro Psychiatric is Brooklyn’s 
only long term care facility for the 
mentally ill. The typical length of stay 

is 183 days compared with 
79 days in mental hospitals 
statewide. And the institu-
tion has had trouble both 
with patient violence, and 
two deaths due to delay in 
receiving medication. 

The Kingsboro patients 
will be moved to South 
Beach Psychiatric in Staten 
Island.

SUNY Downstate Medical 
Center in East Flatbush, which took over 
Long Island College Hospital (LICH) 
in Cobble Hill last year, and Victory 
Memorial Hospital in Bay Ridge in 2008, 
was also targeted in the report. 

The fourth recommendation, citing 
efficiency, calls for SUNY Downstate to 
consolidate its inpatient services at its 
LICH campus in Brooklyn Heights, and 
close its East Flatbush campus, which 
is across the street from Kings County 
Hospital and a few blocks away from 
Kingsbrook Jewish. The report strongly 
urges no additional expansion at the 
former Victory site in Bay Ridge.

The Brooklyn Medicare Redesign 
Team’s report states that 30 percent 
of Brooklyn’s 6,400 hospital beds are 
empty on any given day and should be 
eliminated. It also states that expanding 
the availability of preventive medical 
care is key to reducing the number 
of costly emergency room visits by 
Brooklynites with no insurance — peo-
ple hospitals may not turn away, and 
to whom treatment must be provided 
at no cost.

Celia Weinthrob is publisher of The 
Brooklyn Paper, a CNG publication.

Key Brooklyn hospitals 
under threat of closure

Quality-of-care 
issues at stake 
in the proposed 

mergers...

The problem with too 
many political debates
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By Les Slater
There are no apologies needed for a continuing fascina-

tion with the Republicans’ path to a presidential nominee. 
There can’t be too many nominee selection exercises, if any, 
over the course of history that can rival this one for such 
wild swings in the fortunes of would-be standard bearers. 
It’s just amazing, since the process began last year, how 
many alleged leaders of the pack there have been, and how, 
with all his resources and the label of presumptive nomi-
nee long bestowed on him, Mitt Romney still finds himself 
unable to formally occupy that anointed space. 

Rick Santorum had all the appearance of a footnote 
to the proceedings as the GOP presidential aspirants got 
into their free-for-all. For whatever reasons, Santorum 
has now assumed a position out front in national polls as 
Republican voters’ choice, posing the kind of challenge 
for Romney that Newt Gingrich did just recently. How 
does Santorum, beaten quite handily in ’06 in his bid to 
retain his Pennsylvania Senate seat, make this loud noise 
in going for these big stakes? How does Gingrich, when he 
surged, do likewise after running a campaign that became 
a laughing stock, so much so as to cause a mass departure 
of campaign staff?

All supposedly informed observation points to the 
non-Romney element in the mix as catalyst for this 
unseemly voter behavior. Although apparently agreed 
that of those running, Romney stands the best chance of 
being competitive against President Obama, Republican 
voters just don’t seem able to get comfortable with the 
idea of Romney representing their brand. The result of 
which has been this alphabet soup of contenders being 
given turns at the helm at any given moment. Rick Perry, 
Michelle Bachmann, Herman Cain, even Donald Trump 
early in the game, have enjoyed a taste of the “frontrun-

ner” spotlight along the way. You wonder whether those 
who quit, fearing they had precious little chance of eleva-
tion to elite status, like Tim Pawlenty and Jon Huntsman, 
may not have subsequently come to see their withdrawals 
as premature, given what uncanny turns have been taken 
by this roller coaster.

The see-through conservative garb worn by Romney 
is always where the trail leads. Romney’s past, including 
being governor of Massachusetts where he authored his 
once much ballyhooed health care reform measure, along 
with other parts of his profile that don’t quite match 
the true conservative type, has been the big impediment 
to his closing the deal with Republican primary voters. 
Romney is right now on the verge of what could be a 
key indicator for him of what kind of traction he com-
mands among the GOP following. If in Michigan, where 
he grew up and where his father was once governor, he is 
bested by Santorum, as currently evidenced in the polls, 
it would be the kind of body blow that could have serious 
knockout potential. Adding significantly to his problems 
in Michigan is that he must defend his opposition to the 
Obama administration’s bailout of the auto industry dur-
ing the recession’s darkest days. The Michigan primary is 
coming, ironically, right in the midst of euphoria in the 
American auto worker ranks over news of the industry 
having rebounded, with handsome profits to show for 
it. Romney’s criticism of the lifeline the administration 
decided to throw to a sinking Detroit looks now to be big-
time electioneering baggage.

In truth, given the lack of core conviction that has 
come to surround Romney, it won’t be all that smart to 

bet that he really feels the bailout was flawed policy. In 
robotic fashion he makes these pretentious anti-Obama 
utterances, no doubt thinking that at least some portion of 
his audience buys the stuff, simply because he’s the sales-
man. A fellow running with an air of inevitability about 
securing the nomination would be given to that kind of 
swagger. Being waylaid in Michigan, if that comes to pass, 
would probably bring about somewhat of a change in the 
strut. Even if he pulls off Michigan, though, Romney’s 
messaging problem there, vis a vis his being on the wrong 
side of the auto industry bailout issue, is a cautionary tale 
for the national landscape that he would be well advised 
not to ignore. Should overall economic news continue to 
be positive, Romney’s pious declarations about Obama 
being clueless as to how to fix the economy will sound 
ever more phony to an electorate that apparently already 
has difficulty giving this guy genuine article status.

In light of all these undulations on the road to the 
GOP’s nominee, what’s not going away, and probably 
gaining even more of a foothold with the rise of the likes 
of Santorum to frontrunner billing, is talk of someone 
not in the current bunch coming into the race, who offers 
a way out of the dilemma facing the party. It’s got to be 
god-awful frustrating to not feel suitably bonded with the 
fellow thought to have the best shot against an incumbent 
you desperately want to dethrone, while convinced that 
others now in the race are all of the bound-to-lose vari-
ety. The way it’s been going, one wouldn’t at all want to 
foreclose the possibility that there’ll be plot surprises up 
ahead to rival any John Grisham novel.

A roller coaster indeed, have the Republicans fash-
ioned for themselves this campaign season. And, as we’ve 
said before, probably not a model they’re likely to go for 
again.

Viewpoint

ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS
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A campaign roller-coaster like no other
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By Dr. Rani Whitfield
The current state of our economy has raised ques-

tions about whether today’s kids will be better or 
worse off than their parents. But, as a physician and 
father, I question whether they will be healthy enough 
to even live longer than their parents.

Today, more physicians than ever are treating chil-
dren for “adult” diseases like diabetes, hypertension 
and even heart disease. So, we should be equally con-
cerned about the future of their health as we are about 
their wealth.    

This Black History Month and Heart Health Month, 
I decided to write an open letter to African American 
parents, urging you to start a family legacy of good 
health. The future of our children depends on it.

It’s no secret that heart disease, obesity and diabe-
tes are taking a toll on our families and our commu-
nities at a rate higher than any other ethnic group in 
the country. And it is mostly preventable. As a father 
to a six-year-old, I know “Do as I say, not as I do” 
doesn’t work when kids are watching and mimicking 
your every move. Therefore, as parents, we have to 
take the first steps toward building a healthy, active 
lifestyle for ourselves with hopes that our kids will 
“do as we do.”

Contrary to what you might think, taking those 
steps doesn’t mean cutting out the things you enjoy 

- doing that can actually lead to weight gain. To be 
honest, I’m not giving up my favorite foods and bever-
ages, and neither should you. It’s really about making 
better decisions. If you use two sticks of butter in your 
famous peach cobbler, use one or a healthier butter 
substitute. If you use salt pork in collard greens, try 
smoked turkey instead. Or, if you love soda, try a low- 
or no-calorie version or drink from a smaller cup.

Another problem I often see in my practice is the 
idea that kids need to “clean their plate.” This was 
once a good rule, but now that we are feeding our 
children adult-sized portions, it can be dangerous. 
With my daughter, I allow her to decide when she’s 
full - clean plate or not - because kids are good at say-
ing when they’ve had enough. So, next time you sit 
down to dinner, put a little less on your child’s plate 
and listen when they tell you they’re full. It might also 
help you rethink the amount on your plate, too.

Lastly, family time shouldn’t only be TV time. Get 
up and be active together. If your kids are jumping 
around with their Wii game, join them. If they’re play-
ing tag in the backyard, be “it.” One thing I love to do 
with my daughter is dance because it’s good exercise 

and lets us be silly together. Leaving a legacy of good 
health doesn’t have to be serious and boring, so have 
fun with it.

This isn’t a letter of “shoulda, coulda, wouldas” 
because I understand food is a cultural and satisfy-
ing experience. Rather, it is a challenge for you to 
take inventory of your family’s health habits and 
make small adjustments that could bring about big 
changes. Studies show that just a small weight loss 
can reduce the risk of heart disease, diabetes and 
other diseases.

So this month and year round I’m taking a pledge, 
and I hope you will too: I pledge to leave my daughter 
with better health habits than the generation before 
her. I will leave her with less risk for heart disease, 
diabetes and obesity. I will be active for her and with 
her. And I will make decisions that set her on the path 
to good health for the rest of her life.

Good luck creating your family’s good health legacy 
for this generation and the next.

Dr. Rani G. Whitfield, known best as “Tha Hip Hop 
Doc,” is a board certified family physician with a pri-
vate practice in Baton Rouge. He uses hip-hop music 
to educate teens and young adults on health issues 
and is a consultant for several organizations includ-
ing The Coca-Cola Company. He can be reached at 
www.h2doc.com.

Leave legacy of health; not just wealth 
Op-Ed
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Health
By Herbert Okun, M.D.

Diplomate American Board of Urology

Doctor, Doctor
Questions Often Asked

With age comes wisdom. 
Unfortunately, it also comes with an 
increased threat of developing certain 
health problems. 

Prostate cancer and other diseas-
es affect a disproportionately large 
amount of American men. According 
to the Prostate Cancer Foundation 
(PCF), more than 16 million men are 
affected by the disease globally, and 
American men represent nearly 2.5 
million of that figure. 

Given these statistics, American 
men should be especially vigilant 
about their health. With a few lifestyle 
tweaks and attitude adjustments, you 
can help stay healthy as you age. 

 Eat Right 
If you’ve eaten a particular way 

your whole life, you might find it dif-
ficult to change. But cutting out the 
junk in favor of fruits, vegetables and 
whole grains is well worth the effort. 
Not only will you look and feel better, 
certain foods have even been proven 
to reduce your risk of developing dis-
eases like prostate cancer, coronary 
heart disease and diabetes. 

Opt for fish over red meat. Evidence 
from several studies suggests that 
fish can help protect against pros-
tate cancer because it contains “good 

fat,” particularly omega-3 fatty acids. 
Choose olive oil over margarine. 
While monounsaturated fat found in 
olive oil is beneficial to health, trans-
fatty acids contained in margarine 
contribute to clogged arteries, high 
cholesterol and an increased risk of 
stroke and heart attack. 

 A free nutrition guide and tasty 
recipes are available at www.pcf.org/
nutrition . 

 Stay Active 
A sedentary lifestyle contributes to 

your risk of obesity, heart disease and 
cancer. You don’t need to become a 
marathon runner, however, to experi-
ence benefits from a more active life-
style. Start with what you can handle, 
like a 20-minute walk once a day. If 
you have bad joints, consider a low 
impact activity like swimming. 

 Get Checked 
While it’s always important to be 

open with your physician about your 
health and your family’s health his-
tory, starting at age 40 it becomes 
crucial. The older you are, the more 
likely you are to be diagnosed with 
prostate cancer and other diseases. In 
fact, more than 65 percent of all pros-
tate cancers are diagnosed in men 
over the age of 65, according to PCF. 

Your doctor can help you deter-
mine your risk of developing various 
diseases, and make recommendations 
accordingly. Regular doctor’s visits 
are also an important component of 
early diagnosis. While these tests may 
not be fun, they can save your life. If 
you have a history of prostate can-
cer in your family, consider a yearly 
rectal examination and a Prostate-
Specific Antigen (PSA) test starting 
in your forties, or even earlier if your 
doctor recommends it. 

Broader awareness and under-
standing of the health risks associated 
with aging can save lives. So don’t shy 
away from talking to your friends and 
family about your health, and theirs. 

Courtesy of State Point Media

One in 10 Americans is currently 
affected by a rare disease. For these 
people, getting properly diagnosed 
and treated can be a challenge. 

Studies have shown it often takes 
five years or longer to receive an accu-
rate diagnosis of a rare disease, accord-
ing to the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders (NORD). And once 
diagnosed, many patients and fami-
lies don’t know where to turn for 
treatment or support. 

“Nearly 30 million Americans are 
living with the challenges of a rare 
disease, but they are underserved and 
often ignored by the medical system,” 
said Peter Saltonstall, president and 
CEO of NORD. “Despite the chal-
lenges, many people with rare diseas-
es display tremendous courage and 
strength, living their daily lives with 
disabling and mysterious symptoms.” 

To draw attention to rare diseases 
as an important public health issue, 
NORD sponsors Rare Disease Day, 
which is held on the last day of 
February every year. Details can be 
found at RareDiseaseDay.us . 

In the U.S., any disease affect-
ing fewer than 200,000 Americans 
is considered rare. According to the 
National Institutes of Health, there 
are nearly 7,000 rare diseases, and 
about 75 percent of them affect chil-
dren. 

Dave Crawford of Dallas knows 
firsthand the challenges of suffering 
from a rare disease. For more than 50 
years, Crawford suffered from daily 
mysterious symptoms including red, 
bumpy skin rashes, fevers, conjunc-
tivitis, headaches, joint swelling and 
muscle aches. The symptoms often 
occurred after exposure to cold or 
damp air, but also flared spontaneous-
ly. Crawford’s mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother had also lived 
with the same painful symptoms, but 
never received a diagnosis. 

It wasn’t until 2010 that Crawford 
was finally diagnosed with Cryopyrin-
Associated Periodic Syndromes 
(CAPS) -- a group of rare genetic 
diseases that affect an estimated 300 

people in the U.S. 
“After suffering from daily symp-

toms for decades, it was a tremendous 
relief to get a conclusive diagnosis,” 
said Crawford. “My doctor and I have 
developed a treatment plan that keeps 
the inflammation and other symp-
toms well under control.” 

“CAPS is a serious and lifelong 
inflammatory disease that is treat-
able, but often misdiagnosed or undi-
agnosed because few physicians are 
familiar with it, and its symptoms may 
resemble other illnesses,” said Dr. 
Hal Hoffman, professor of Pediatrics 
and Medicine at the University of 
California, a specialist in rare inher-
ited inflammatory disorders whose 
lab identified the gene responsible 
for CAPS. 

Though rare diseases are often 
overlooked, it’s important to learn 
your family’s health history as many 
are passed down through genera-
tions. 

To learn more about CAPS and 
take a disease questionnaire, visit 
CAPSFamilyConnections.com/rare . 
If you or someone you love have 
already been diagnosed with CAPS, 
share your experience with others 
at CAPSConnectUSA.com/rare. Both 
websites are provided by Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals Corporation. 

Courtesy of State Point Media

The Chinese speak 
of “Yin-Yang” as oppos-
ing but complementary 
forces present through-
out nature.  Urologically, 
this concept can also be 
applied to urination as 
being a balance of oppos-
ing forces.  

First are the forces 
that help you to urinate 
and the second, those 
that hold back urine 
giving you control to 
avoid wetting yourself.  
Increases in the forces 
that help urination such 
as stronger contraction 
of the bladder or abdom-
inal muscles would 
result in a more forceful 
urinary flow.  This is 
because the bladder lies 
within the abdomen so 
any increase in abdomi-
nal pressure is reflected 
as an increase in bladder 
pressure.  An increase 
of forces holding back 
urination results in a 
weaker flow. When the 
urologist wants to be 
sure that the patient’s 
symptoms are coming 
from an enlarged or 
obstructive prostate, the 
“Urodynamic Study” is 
done.  This permits dem-
onstration of an abnor-
mally high bladder pres-
sure during urination 
caused by an increased 
force of contraction of 
the bladder muscle itself. 
That is the hallmark of 
the obstructive prostate.  

The set of forces that 
tend to hold back the 
urine are of two types.  
First is the result of a 
mechanical obstruction 
or narrowing to the out-
flow of urine, such as 
might be caused by an 
enlarged prostate or by a 
stricture or narrowing in 
the urethra.  Strictures 
can occur anywhere in 
the urethra from the tip 
of the penis right up to 
the bladder neck where 
the prostate connects to 
the bladder.  They are 
usually the result of 
scarification from trau-

ma or past infections. 
The second type of 

force that retains urine 
and results in a slow and 
weak urinary stream is 
the type that weakens 
the force of the blad-
der contractions. These 
may be caused by some 
abnormality of the cen-
tral and/or peripheral 
nervous system result-
ing in a weak-walled 
bladder. 

Another common 
cause of a weak blad-
der can be an obstructive 
prostate. In the begin-
ning, the bladder mus-
cle gets stronger and 
stronger as it struggles 
to overcome the prostate 
obstruction.  Eventually, 
if the obstruction is not 
relieved, the bladder 
muscle will fail just as 
the heart muscle can fail 
when it is over worked 
and the result is a weak 
bladder no longer able to 
contract efficiently.  The 
consequence of course 
is a thin weak urinary 
stream. 

Treatment for the 
obstructive prostate 
has changed over the 
years.  Catheterization 
was replaced by sur-
gery and surgery is now 
largely being replaced 
by medications, which 
can shrink the size of 
the prostate and relax 
the muscles within the 
gland. This diminishes 
resistance to the flow 
of urine through the 
prostatic pathway and 
improves the “Yin and 
Yang” of flow.  Not eve-
ryone however can tol-
erate the possible side 
effects or drug interac-
tions of these medica-
tions and for these men, 
a “Microwave” treatment 
of the prostate may be 
ideally suited to relieve 
their symptoms without 
surgery or never-ending 
medication.    

Question?  Call Dr. 
Okun at 718-241-6767

Rare diseases affect millions of Americans
The Ancient Chinese 
concept of Yin-Yang

Tips for men to stay healthy as they age
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2Payment delivery options may vary by biller. Payment delivery may be delayed or services unavailable depending on certain transaction conditions including the amount sent, 
destination country, currency availability, regulatory issues, identification  requirements, imposition of  fees, selection of delayed delivery options, biller cut-off times or posting 
procedures, or biller failure to properly or timely credit funds sent. Additional restrictions may apply. See Payments form for terms and conditions. Western Union may not be 
directly contracted with certain billers for the provision of payment services.
No Purchase, Transaction or Payment of any Kind is Necessary to Enter or Win. Purchase/Transaction/Payment Will Not Increase Chance of Winning. The 
Western Union “Pays My Bills” Sweepstakes (the “Sweepstakes”) is subject to complete Official Rules available at www.WesternUnionPaysMyBills.com. The 
Sweepstakes begins 12:00:00 PM ET (“Eastern Time”) 2/06/2012 & ends at 11:59:59 PM ET 4/01/2012 (the “Entry Period”). Sweepstakes open only to qualifying legal U.S. 
residents (having a valid Tax Identification Number (TIN) or Social Security Number (SSN), who are 18 years of age or older as of 2/6/12, except for employees of Sponsor, their 
respective parent companies, subsidiaries, and affiliates and their immediate family members or household members. To Enter On Line complete and submit electronically 
all the information required on the entry/registration form located at www.WesternUnionPaysMyBills.com anytime during the Entry Period. Limit one Entry per person/email 
address/per day, up to a total of 7 entries per weekly Entry/Drawing Period. There are a total of 8 weekly grand prizes offered in the Sweepstakes with a total Approximate 
Retail Value (ARV) of $40,000. Each grand prize consists of a  check in the amount of $5,000 each. See full Official Rules for restrictions, complete entry instructions, odds of 
winning a sweepstakes prize, and Entry/Drawing schedule. Sponsor: Western Union Financial Services, Inc., 12500 E. Belford Ave., Englewood, CO 80112. 
Licensed as a money transmitter by the Banking Department of the State of New York. ©2012 Western Union Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

$5
starting at

transfer

fee*

ss

urgent bill 
payments
��Guaranteed Proof of Payment

1

��Urgent, Next Day and 2nd Day
2

��Over 10,000 Billers

BILLS 
DONE

BILLS 
DUE

Visit WesternUnionPaysMyBills.com by
April 1, 2012 for a chance to win $5,000.
No purchase necessary.

But the Gordon-led 
Commission said that 
while it had “been forced to 
request a police investiga-
tion”, it was “not in a posi-
tion to direct the manner of 
this investigation”.

Even Attorney General 
Anand Ramlogan sought to 
distance his office from the 
police action, saying that he 
viewed any continued con-
nection between the ACIB 
and his office as “an embar-
rassment”.

He described the search 
and seizure of material by 
the ACIB from the newspa-
per and the reporter’s home 
as “unexplained” and “dra-
matic”, adding that while 
the ACIB was listed as being 
under his portfolio, he has 
“no jurisdiction whatsoever 
over this entity”.

He insisted that he only 
became aware of the police 
action after it was reported 
in the media.

But Newsday remained 
unconvinced. A recent edi-
torial titled “Police State” 
asked, “To whom is the 
ACIB accountable for its 
actions?”

The Express newspaper, a 
sister company of the televi-
sion station searched by the 
police, said in its editorial 
that “the search and seize 
operations at Newsday con-
firmed that last December’s 
lockdown of TV6 had been 
no aberration”.

“Trinidad and Tobago 
has somehow entered into a 
dread new reality,” the edi-
torial warned, adding “until 
now, it had never been the 
case that media houses and 
media personnel could feel 
themselves directly threat-
ened by coercive arms of 
the State”.

Condemning a grow-
ing threat

The regional media 
organisation, the 
Association of Caribbean 
Media Workers (ACM), 
said it was “not comforted 
by government claims of 
ignorance”. It called on the 
administration of Kamla 
Persad Bissessar “to clearly 
state its specific position on 
the actions of this arm of 
the national security infra-
structure”.

The Media Association 
of Trinidad and Tobago 

(MATT) suggested that the 
“incident appears to be 
part of a developing pat-
tern of intimidatory tactics 
being adopted by the police 
service in dealing with the 
media”. It also mentioned 
the country’s recent down-
grade by Reporters Without 
Borders, an international 
watchdog agency, in its 
press freedom index.

“The overt or cov-
ert police intimidation 
of journalists must not 
be ignored,” warned the 
Jamaica Press Association, 
the region’s oldest media 
grouping.

Opposition Leader Dr. 
Keith Rowley, who said the 
police had been “hopelessly 
misguided”, warned, “If 
this is allowed to become 
an acceptable way of doing 
investigations in this coun-
try then the very essen-
tial freedom of the press 
which is enshrined in our 
Constitution, will be effec-
tively destroyed.”

Stung by the open criti-
cism, the Persad Bissessar 
administration, which 
came to power promising 
transparency and open gov-
ernment, “reaffirm(ed) its 
deep commitment to the 
protection and preservation 
of the independence and 
freedom of the media”.

“We believe in the open 
access of information to 
journalists rather than 
obstruction of the proc-
ess,” the government said, 
calling the relationship 
between a reporter and his 
or her source “privileged 
and sacred” and claiming, 
“Police intervention can 
only be justified in extreme 
situations”.

The Congress of the 
People party, part of the 
coalition government, 
said it had given Police 
Commissioner Gibbs a 
24-hour deadline to inves-
tigate the matter and make 
public his findings.

But as Assistant 
Commissioner of Police 
Fitzroy Frederick said on 
a radio program Sunday, 
the police do not report to 
politicians.

“Just as freedom of the 
press is enshrined in the 
Constitution, the police 
also have a constitutional 
role… Nobody could tell 
the police really what to 
do,” he said. (IPS/GIN)

Police raids
Continued from page 3

By Zadie Neufville   
KINGSTON, Jan. 25  - 

Running on promises of 
job creation, economic 
growth and wider stake-
holder consultations, 
Jamaica’s most popular 
politician and the coun-
try’s first female prime 
minister Portia Simpson 
Miller swept to power in a 
victory almost no one had 
predicted.

It is Simpson Miller’s 
second time as head of 
government. The first 
began in February 2006 
after two very brutal bat-

tles for the leadership of 
the People’s National Party 
(PNP) to replace a retiring 
Percival Patterson.

A veteran of representa-
tional politics for close to 
38 years, Simpson Miller, 
affectionately called Mama 
or Sista P, ran on a “People 
Power” platform and was 
confident of a win.

If most were stunned 
by the PNP’s victory, they 
were even more amazed 
by the margin - 42 to 
21 seats - and the many 
incorrect polls and analy-
ses. Even Don Anderson, 

the single pollster pre-
dicting a PNP win, had 
not envisioned the margin 
of victory.

Despite baggage of cor-
ruption and the Dudus 
Coke affair, the 39-year old 
Andrew Holness tried to 
embody a new beginning 
for the scandal- plagued 
Jamaica Labor Party 
(JLP).

For some, the JLP’s re-
election bid revealed the 
class prejudice and gen-
der biases that continue 
to simmer in Jamaican 
society. Many voters, 

like Gloria Clarke, view 
Simpson Miller’s win as 
a triumph for poor black 
women “who work hard 
to send their children to 
school.”

She epitomises the aspi-
rations of poor Jamaicans 
– a young country girl 
who moved to inner city 
Kingston and who made 
history by reaching the 
highest office. Her com-
bative but passionate style 
is an affront to the island’s 
upper classes, but endears 
Sista P to most ordinary 
islanders.

‘Mama P’ faces prejudice, economic challenges
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In Trouble
With The
LAW?

Injured?
Discrimination

at
WORK?

www.dswinlaw.com

By Nelson A. King
Former State 

Comptroller and erst-
while gubernatorial candi-
date, H. Carl McCall, has 
received SUNY Downstate 
Medical Center’s first Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Leadership Award.

The medical center 
and University Hospital 
of Brooklyn bestowed 
the prestigious award on 
McCall, the current chair-
man of the SUNY Board of 
Trustees, at a special cer-
emony in commemoration 
of Martin Luther King Day, 
on Jan. 12.

The award, sponsored by 
the medical center’s Office 
of Diversity and Inclusion, 
recognizes individuals who 
have an “exemplary record 
of service in government, 
business, and education, 
and who have a distin-
guished record in molding 
consensus to shape solu-
tions to important societal 
challenges.” 

“It’s a privilege to share 
this celebration of the life 
and dream of Dr. King with 
men and women who are 

in many ways caretakers of 
his legacy;” McCall said at 
a recent SUNY Downstate 
ceremony in his honor 
attended by President Dr. 
John LaRosa, hospital CEO 
Debra Carey and Kevin 
Antoine, Esq., chief diver-
sity officer. 

“Dr. King implored all of 
us to uplift the least of us.  
He saw poverty and social 
inequality not as inevita-
ble consequences of free 
market conventions but as 
blights on the American 
soul, matters of simple jus-

tice,” McCall added. 
“Decades after his pass-

ing, the impact of poverty 
and inequality are sharply 
painfully apart in all facets 
of American life, especially 
when it comes to issues 
of health. It is healthcare 
professionals like you, and 
community institutions 
like SUNY Downstate that 
are working to fill an urgent 
need,” he continued.   

“Yes, Dr. King’s dream 
lives here at SUNY 
Downstate. So it means a 
great deal for me to be 

recognized by those who 
exemplify this compas-
sion to good healthcare,” 
McCall said. 

In telling his audience 
“something about Dr. King 
and his influence” on him, 
on Downstate Medical 
Center, “and what he did 
for so many of us,” McCall 
said it was an event that 
ended up on the front page 
of the New York Times on 
July 23, 1963.

He said he and 200 pick-
eters were arrested that 
day in a demonstration, at 
Downstate Medical Center, 
for minority jobs. 

McCall said then Gov. 
Nelson Rockefeller, who 
created the SUNY system, 
“was putting a lot of money 
to the development and the 
expansion of the system.

“He committed millions 
of dollars to the construc-
tion of new facilities here at 
Downstate Medical Center.  
Maybe, this building we’re 
in today was one of those,” 
he said. 

“The problem was that 
spending millions of tax-
payer dollars, right here 

in Brooklyn, in the midst 
of a minority commu-
nity, there was not one 
African-American or Latino 
worker on the site here at 
Downstate Medical Center,” 
he added. 

“So a group of people from 
a group called Brooklyn 
CORE (the Congress of 
Racial Equality), they came 
here and they demonstrat-
ed.  They picketed, they 
walked around with signs 
saying we want jobs, we 
want economic opportuni-
ty.  Nobody paid any atten-
tion,” he added. 

“So, they reached out 
to the ministers and asked 
the ministers to come and 
help. So I was the person 
who had to bring together 
the ministers. So I gath-
ered some ministers, we 
came here, and we walked 
around and we picketed, 
and we had signs.  We said 
we want jobs, nobody paid 
any attention.

“So that night, we had 
a meeting at Bethany 
Baptist Church, and we 
said, ‘What shall we do 
to have some impact to 

make some change here?’ 
and we talked about the 
things that  Martin Luther 
King and other ministers 
were doing in the South,” 
continued McCall to rapt 
attention.

“So we came back the 
next day, on the 23rd of 
June and, instead of walk-
ing around and picketing, 
we sat down.  We sat down 
in the entrance to this con-
struction site. We didn’t let 
any trucks in. We didn’t let 
any workers in. We stopped 
the work. We said, ‘If we 
can’t work here, nobody’s 
going to work here,” he 
said. “So the police came, 
they picked us up. They 
arrested 200 people. The 
largest mass arrest they 
had in years, and we went 
off to jail.  I went off to jail.  
But we felt that’s what we 
had to do.”

As a result, McCall said, 
in “a couple of days,” Gov. 
Rockefeller called and said 
“Let’s sit down and talk.”  

After meeting with the 
governor, McCall said: 
“Immediately some people 
were put to work here.”

McCall receives first MLK leadership award

H. Carl McCall with Downstate Hospital CEO Debra 
Carey (right) and ophthalmologist Dr. Monica Dweck. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and annoying drills. 
We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles.  
Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedations
Are you scared? No problem. Don’t be. We will help you! At St. Marks Painless Dental, you have 
a unique opportunity to be “asleep” during any kind of treatment: fillings, root canals or even the 
most extensive oral surgeries. Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry, 
where we make it our first priority to eliminate your fears. Pediatric dentistry under sedation and 
laughing gas is also available.

     Gum Treatment
       We provide all kinds of perio (gum) treatment. We do all possible treatment from 
       simple prophylaxis to advanced gum and bone surgery.

     Cosmetic Dentistry  
 White fillings at no extra cost  Laser Bleaching (takes only one hour) Bad breath treatment

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign 
Straighten out your smile! We do clear and metal braces for adults and children. 
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to eliminate 
unnecessary extractions. We also do Invisalign treatment.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
New dentures within 48 hours. Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals

INITIAL CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit 

St. Marks Painless Dental

TIAL CONSULTAT TIOAA N
FREE

St. Marks 
Painless Dental

907 St. Marks Ave.
Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves. 

OPEN 7 DAYS

718-778-3283

Pediatric Dentist on 
Staff

OPEN
SUNDAY

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

BeforeBefore
After

After

Dramatic results within a matter 
of weeks with our safe & effective 
medical weight loss program!

Plans for men & women

www.ConquertheCrave.com

NO Expensive Supplements

NO Meals to Buy

NO 
NO Surgery

oror

M.D. 
Supervised 
Program

Caribbean Life callers 
sign up by Easter to 
save an additional

10% OFF

After

As seen on the
Dr. Oz Show
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brutal 15-year rule in the 
1970s and l980s. The judge 
is expected to rule soon on 
whether Duvalier will face 
trial on corruption charges 
and human rights charges.

Jamaica

More than 2,000 fire-
arms were melted down in 
a blazing furnace recently to 
combat gun trafficking and 
corruption in Jamaica while 
reducing violent crime.

Police, government and 
U.N. officials destroyed 
pistols and revolvers by 
putting them into a kiln 
glowing bright orange at a 
cement factory in the capital 
Kingston. Most of the guns 
were decommissioned or 
seized in police operations 
over the years.

National Security Minister 
Peter Bunting, who has 
been in office for just over a 
month, said the destruction 
of the weapons is an impor-
tant step towards managing 
the sizeable stockpiles of 
guns in Jamaica and reduc-

ing the risk of theft.

St. Kitts

St. Kitts and Nevis Prime 
Minister Denzil Douglas 
has stated that the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency Union 
(ECCU) is looking for 
redress from the Trinidad 
and Tobago government 
over the fallout from the 
collapses of CLICO and 
British-American Insurance 
Company (BAICO).

He spoke at a recent 
press conference in St. Kitts. 
Douglas revealed that the 
ECCU continues to seek 
financial relief from the 
government of Trinidad and 
Tobago, both in support of 
policy holders as well as in 
support of regional institu-
tions whose investments in 
British-American Insurance 
Company (BAICO) now pose 
a risk to the member coun-
tries.

He noted that a Health 
Insurance Fund was in place 
for most of last year in order 
to assist affected BAICO health 
insurance policy holders.

Douglas, who is also the 
minister of finance said the 
complex and high techni-
cal undertaking of recapital-
izing and selling BAICO is 
now underway.

St. Kitts

Prime Minister Denzil 
Douglas said law enforce-
ment officials in St. Kitts 
and Nevis will continue 
to be exposed to advanced 
training from regional and 
international agencies as an 
important part of govern-
ment’s anti-crime strategy.

He said over the past 
three years, approximately 
60 security professionals 
have received training in 
various disciplines such as 
maritime repair, civil avia-
tion security, trafficking and 
border security as well as 
forensic and financial crimes 
investigations.

In 2011, 40 police and 
Defense Force offic-
ers explored techniques 
of crime scene manage-
ment during training pro-
vided by the United States 

Embassy Force Protection 
Detachment Program in 
collaboration with the U.S. 
Naval Investigative Service, 
he said.

Douglas said four offic-
ers from the Financial 
Intelligence Unit received 
training in financial inves-
tigation, money laundering 
and intelligence gathering. 
The course was facilitated by 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Agency.

Trinidad

The Trinidad and Tobago 
government is pumping 
TT$100 million for Carnival 
2012.

This was revealed by 
Arts and Multiculturalism 
Minister Winston “Gypsy” 
Peters, who told a post-
Cabinet news briefing at the 
Diplomatic Centre, Port of 
Spain recently that Cabinet 
approved an addtionalTT$53 
million to supplement the 
$45 million, which was 
previously allocated for the 
event, dubbed the “Greatest 
Show on Earth.”

Peters said since last year 
there had been a “marked 
improvement” in the facili-
ties being constructed for 
the Carnival events.

He said Carnival was big 
business and the govern-
ment was attempting to do 
all it could to ensure this 
year’s celebrations were the 
best.

Peters said state-owned 
airline CAL, had confirmed 
bookings for 220, 000 visi-
tors coming for the celebra-
tion, which culminate with 
two days of masquerade, on 
Feb. 20 and 21, at venues 
across the country.

The government has allo-
cated a total of TT$13 mil-
lion for the International 
Soca and Chutney Monarchs 
competition. 

 
Trinidad

Former Prime Minister 
Patrick Manning is now in 
Washington USA hospital 
undergoing treatment for a 
stroke he suffered recently.

Prime Minister Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar said the 

government has approved 
$91,000 to pay for an air 
ambulance to transport 
Manning to the prestig-
ious Walter Reed General 
Hospital in Washington DC 
for additional medical treat-
ment for the stroke he suf-
fered recently.

She said a request was 
received from the fam-
ily of Manning, asking that 
the ailing 65-year-old San 
Fernando East MP be sent 
overseas to receive addition-
al medical treatment.

 Manning was hospitalized 
at the San Fernando General 
Hospital since he suffered 
the stroke on Jan. 23. He 
was initially warded at the 
hospital’s intensive care unit 
before being transferred to 
its high dependency unit.

Walter Reed General 
Hospital was established in 
l909 and is regarded as the 
U.S. Army’s flagship medical 
centre.

Over the years several 
prominent U.S. political fig-
ures have received treatment 
at the institution.

Compiled by Azad Ali

News from back
home updated daily atCaribbean Roundup www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued from page 2

NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Over 25 years of legal 
experience on your side

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568

PAIN MANAGEMENT

 1815 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11210
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Back Pain Neck Pain
Rajesh Patel, MD, FIPP, DABPM
Nityananda Podder, MD
More than 20 years of combined experience

(718) 676 9400
Most Insurance, Medicaid HMO's, 
Worker’s comp, No Fault accepted
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# APTS
AVAILABLE

APARTMENT
TYPE

MONTHLY
RENT

HOUSEHOLD
SIZE

TOTAL GROSS ANNUAL
INCOME RANGE

MINIMUM-MAXIMUM

5 Studio $669 1 $24,891 - $29,050

20 1 Bedroom $720 1
2

$26,674 - $29,050
$26,674 - $33,200

9 2 Bedroom $874
2
3
4

$31,988 - $33,200
$31,988 - $37,350
$31,988 - $41,500

# APTS
AVAILABLE

APARTMENT
TYPE

MONTHLY
RENT

HOUSEHOLD
SIZE

TOTAL GROSS ANNUAL
INCOME RANGE

MINIMUM-MAXIMUM

1 Studio $524 1 $19,920 - $23,240

4 1 Bedroom $564 1
2

$21,325 - $23,240
$21,325 - $26,560

2 2 Bedroom $688
2
3
4

$25,611 - $26,560
$25,611 - $29,880
$25,611 - $33,200

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED
APARTMENTS FOR RENT

West 39th Street Apartments is pleased to announce that applications are now being
accepted for 41 affordable rental apartments under construction on West 39th Street,
between Eighth and Ninth Avenues, in the Clinton section of Manhattan. This building
is being constructed through the Inclusionary Housing Program of New York City’s
Department of Housing Preservation and Development and the 80/20 Housing Program
of New York State Homes and Community Renewal. The size, rent and income require-
ments of the 41 apartments are as follows:

Note: Apartment Type Subject to Occupancy Criteria. Rent Includes Gas for Cooking and Heating. Rents and 
Income Requirements Subject to Change.

APPLICANTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO MEET INCOME, 
HOUSEHOLD SIZE AND ADDITIONAL SELECTION CRITERIA.

To request an application, mail a POSTCARD, including your name and full 
address, to: West 39th Street Apartments, One Penn Plaza, Box 6121, New York,

NY 10119. Or DOWNLOAD an application from www.west39apts.com

Completed applications must be returned by regular mail only (no priority, 
certified, registered, express or overnight mail will be accepted) to a post 
office box that will be listed on the application, and must be postmarked 

by April 14, 2012.Applications postmarked after April 14, 2012 will be set aside 
for possible future consideration.

Applications will be selected by lottery.
Applicants who submit more than one application will be disqualified. Photocopied

applications will not be accepted. Preference will be given to: Manhattan Community
Board #4 residents for 21 units; mobility-impaired persons for 2 units; visual and/or
hearing impaired persons for 1 unit; and City of New York municipal employees for 

2 units. Preference for all units wi     ll go to New York City residents.
No broker’s or application fee should be paid to anyone regarding these 

applications. 

ANDREW M. CUOMO, Governor
MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG, Mayor

NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development
MATHEW M. WAMBUA, Commissioner

New York State Homes and Community Renewal
DARRYL TOWNS, Commissioner/CEO

www.nyc.gov/hpd

IMPORTANT DATES!!
Application is due April 1

Lottery will be held on April 18
Opening Day for Students will be August 2012

Please visit our website to download an application at

WWW.HLACHARTERSCHOOL.ORG

Now recruiting students for the 2012-13 Academic Year 
Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th  Grades

Public School at

ALL ARE WELCOME!!
Open Houses Scheduled every Tuesday!!

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

UROLOGY
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We Gave Out $35 MILLION
In Loans Last Year!

Proudly Serving Brooklyn For Over 75 Years!

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809

Open Sat. 9-1pm
www.brfcu.org

NEED
CASH?

You Can Borrow $5,000 For As Little As $150 Per Month

CALL NOW !!!

By Jeremiah Hyacinth
The legendary St. Lucian 

artiste and philanthropist 
Taj Weekes has been select-
ed for the St. Lucia House 
Foundation’s Humanitarian 
Award for his selflessness 
and dedicated humanitarian 
efforts. 

Weekes will receive this 
prestigious award at the 33rd 
Anniversary of Independence 
Gala scheduled for Saturday, 
Feb. 25 at the Grand Prospect 
Hall, located at 263 Prospect 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York.

A release from the 
Foundation states that it is 
honored to recognize Weekes, 
who is one of island’s most 
creative musical artistes. He 
has inspired many through 
his artistic and humanitarian 
endeavors.

In 2007, Weekes founded 
a charity—They Often Cry 
Outreach (TOCO)—aimed at 
improving the lives of under-
privileged Caribbean children 
through a variety of sports, 
health, and enrichment pro-
grams.

Weekes was named a 
Goodwill Ambassador by the 
International Consortium of 

Caribbean Professionals and 
recognized by a division of 
the United Nations. Through 
his music, Weekes addresses 
several crucial issues, includ-
ing global warming, casualties 
of war, domestic and youth 
violence, diabetes and health, 
poverty, and the welfare of 
children.

In 2011, the internation-
ally celebrated artiste returned 
home to participate in the 
World-Renowned Saint Lucia 
Jazz Festival for the first time. 
Later that year, TOCO col-
lected generous donations of 
balls, uniforms, shoes, socks, 
and gear, as well as money to 
fund its mission trips. TOCO 
also collected 5000 shoe dona-
tions from various elemen-
tary schools. The shoes were 

sent to Haiti as earthquake 
recovery aid. In addition to 
their annual collection of 
soccer equipment, TOCO 
has expanded its program to 
include an annual toy drive 
and educational workshops.

In December 2011, Weekes 
returned to St. Lucia to launch 
TOCO’s First Annual Holiday 
Toy Drive, distributing toys 
to children in need and feed-
ing the elderly at commu-
nity center in Castries, Saint 
Lucia. In 2012, TOCO plans 
to expand to other Caribbean 
islands, with stops in Trinidad, 
Tobago, and Haiti; the group 
also plans a lecture tour tar-
geting high schools and col-
leges across the Caribbean.

The upcoming 
Independence Gala marks the 
end of activities in New York 
to celebrate St. Lucia’s 33rd 
Anniversary of Independence 
from Great Britain. The activi-
ties were organized by the Saint 
Lucia House Foundation, an 
umbrella group of St. Lucian 
organizations based in New 
York City, Connecticut, and 
New Jersey in collaboration 
with the St. Lucia Consulate 
General in New York.

Weekes to be recognized

Taj Weekes. By Sarah Scott
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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The Law Office of
Jennifer Garcia

www.bklyndivorcelawyer.com
www.divorcionuevayork.com

1041 - 44 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219

347-915-0651

By Vinette K. Pryce
Caribbean nationals 

residing in Brooklyn will 
not soon forget Sullivan 
Walker. He epitomized 
the federation West 
Indians imagined if all 
the countries in the 
region had united under 
one banner instead of 
branching off to seek 
independence.

Walker not only imag-
ined a united Caribbean 
force but presided over 
a theater company that 
boasted casts of rainbow 
Caribbean actors to stage 
performances he defined 
as Caribbean Experience 
Theater.

Born in a place called 
Success Village, Laventille, 
the Trinidad & Tobago 
native arrived here in 1969 
after placing third in a con-
test. 

According to the Trinidad 
Express his prize was a trip 
to the United States. 

He used that opportunity 
to stake a claim for promot-

ing his native T&T theatre 
and remained here. 

By the 1980’s, Walker 
was packing in crowds 
to Flatbush where his 
plays attracted scores of 
Caribbean nationals. 

He established his own 
theater company and on 
any given weekend would 
adorn the Ozone Layer with 
white balloons, incorporate 
music and dance to present 
his story telling episodes of 
life in T&T.

Walker’s most telling skit 
described his “Boy Days.”

How he stole condensed 
milk; tried to conceal his 
mischief by adding water 
to the thick, sugary sweet-
ener. 

Regardless of which 
Caribbean nation patrons 
called home, most related 
to that childhood prank.

He was seriously 
comedic.

His interpretation of 
‘love in a cemetery’ was not 
only classic but downright 
scary. 

The riveting tale seemed 
rapturous and sexy until the 
end when Walker revealed 
the entire romantic ren-
dezvous to be one with a 
ghost.

Later that decade, televi-
sion audiences found out 
about the Brooklyn resident 
when he joined the cast of 
the “The Cosby Show.”

From 1988 to 1991 
Walker portrayed Dr. James 
Harmon, a friend and phy-
sician to Cosby’s character, 
Dr. Cliff Huxtable.

Hollywood sought him 
for guest appearances on 
“The Pretenders,” “The 
Sentinel,” “Law & Order: 
Special Victims Unit,” and 
movies “Crocodile Dundee” 
and “Get Rich or Die 
Trying.”

He made regular appear-
ances on situation comedy 
shows:  “The Jamie Foxx 
Show” and “The Fresh 
Prince of Bel Air.”

He was also the princi-
pal character in the series 
“Where I Live.”

Trinidad & Tobago thespian 
Sullivan Walker passes

Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,700

$1,400

$1,600

$1,100

$1,400
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When Whitney 
Houston made 
an early morn-
ing appearance 
in Central Park 
three years ago, 
she repeated an 
act her mother 
Cissy initiated by 
introducing her 
to a Manhattan 
crowd at a time 
she was an 
unknown teen-
ager. 

The sum-
mer of 2009, the 
acclaimed queen 
of pop brought 
her 16-year-old daughter, Bobbi Kristina onstage the 
Rumsey Playfield where Good Morning America presented 
a live, televised concert and after introducing her only 
child, together they sang to cheers from an adoring audi-
ence. 

Houston’s mother Cissy, a gospel singer had made a 
similar gesture in 1983 at a Manhattan club/restaurant 
known as Sweetwater’s.  Although her 19-year-old daugh-
ter was a burgeoning model and already a cover girl sell-
ing ‘17 Magazine,’ the soulful singer boosted the career of 
her only daughter by taking her onstage for a club debut.

Whitney was not shy to crowds, she had been singing in 
front of congregations at her Newark, New Jersey Baptist 
church. There she built a reputation as a phenomenon. 

What patrons to the west side, popular night spot may 

not have known then was that Clive Davis, the president 
of Arista Records was also in the audience.

After handing the microphone to her daughter, Cissy 
watched as crowds erupted into applause after her daugh-
ter sang a song of choice. Soon after that occasion, the 
young, New Jersey native emerged a recording artist and 
a voice the world would reckon.

After the release of her first album, the world became 
aware that Whitney had family ties to the music indus-
try.

In addition to her talented mother, Whitney’s cousins 
Dee Dee and Dionne Warwick, and godmother, Aretha 
Franklin, the acclaimed queen of soul virtually ushered 
and guaranteed her success in the music industry.

But Whitney’s unique and superlative range and reg-
ister seemed more than enough to propel her career to 
meteoric rise that placed in her the Guinness Book of 
Records as the most successful and awarded artist of all 
times. 

Nominated 26 times for the prestigious Grammy 
awards, she owns six.  

She quickly amassed 512 nominations and a collection 
of 415 awards. 

Houston’s 99 RIAA awards, 30 Billboard Awards, 22 
American Music Awards, 16 NAACP awards, 7 Soul Train 
awards, six people’s choice awards, two Emmys, and 
numerous humanitarian honors  related to fostering 

quality education and performing arts are too numerous 
to count.

She is the only artist to chart seven consecutive 
number one hits.

She starred in films – “The Bodyguard,” “The Preacher’s 
Wife,” “Waiting To Exhale” and “Cinderella.” Houston 
died in Los Angeles, California on the eve of the music 
industry’s biggest awards night. 

She died Feb. 11 in California, on the eve of the 
Grammy awards. 

She was 48.  

Jamaica’s Bacchanal Carnival Begins

An entire season of carnival was recently launched 
in Kingston to celebrate Jamaica’s 50th Anniversary of 
Independence and the revelry of its people. Until April, 
an action-packed schedule of cultural festivities will move 
from parish to parish to incorporate an all-island season 
of celebration. A series of high-energy events are now tak-
ing place across the island and features live entertainment 
from popular soca and dancehall performers from the 
Caribbean. A kick-off began recently in the capital city of 
Kingston and will culminate there in April.

Already the city is being transformed into a mecca of 
entertainment with costumed parades, colorful floats, and 
the pulsating sounds of soca, reggae, and calypso music.

“The Carnival season is a celebratory time when visi-
tors and locals alike take part in Jamaican-style festivals,” 
John Lynch, Jamaica’s Director of Tourism said. “As we 
commemorate our 50th Anniversary of Independence this 
year, this carnival season takes on special significance in 
also honoring our heritage.” 

Catch You On The Inside!

By Vinette K. Pryce

Inside Life

Houston: Model, singer, actress, superstar 

Whitney Houston (right) and 
daughter Bobbi Kristina in Central 
Park in 2009. Photo by Chris Griffith
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By Azad Ali
Soca superstar Machel 

Montano scored a dou-
ble when he took the 
International Power Soca 
Monarch and the Groovy 
Soca Monarch titles on 
Fantastic Friday night at the 
Hasley Crawford Stadium, 
Port of Spain.

He sealed the victory in 
the Power Soca Monarch 
with his road march con-
tender “Pump Yuh Flag” to 
take TT$2 million, the most 
lucrative prize at this year’s 
Carnival.

He will cash in 
TT$500,000 for winning the 
Groovy category with his 
performance of “Mr Fete.”

By Tequila Minsky
Immersing yourself in the 

Caribbean spirit through arts 
is a wonderful way for the 
family to warm up an early 
March afternoon.

For the second year, in 
what will probably be an 
annual event, the Children’s 
Museum of the Arts  (CMA) 
is having its Caribbean Day 
when the museum will gear 
all art activities toward art tra-
ditions from the Caribbean.  
The day will draw special 
attention to Haitian arts. 

From 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. on Saturday, March 3, 
CMA’s  light-infused  brand- 
new location  will offer 
opportunities for children to 
use a variety of art media 
while  CMA’s teaching art-
ist staff will be creating sev-
eral fine arts and media lab 

ENTERTAINMENT
‘The documentary, Undefeated 
isn’t just about football exploits 
but also of bonafide cases of 
quality character.’ 
 Kam Williams – Page 27

 FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

MARLEYMARLEY
GRAMMYGRAMMY

By Vinette K. Pryce
Perhaps it was less than a sur-

prise when Bob and Rita Marley’s 
youngest son Stephen took the 
Best Reggae Album category at the 
recent Grammy awards. 

Annual predictions often sub-

mit to a notion that in any given 
year any nominated Marley will be 
favored by voting music insiders at 
the National Academy of Recording 
Arts & Sciences.

The six-time Grammy winner 
won this time for his CD “Revelation 

Pt. 1 – The Root Of Life.”
The recording won over Monty 

Alexander’s “Harlem – Kingston 
Express Live:” Israel Vibration 
“Reggae Knights;” Shaggy – 
“Summer In Kingston” and “Wild 

Continued on next page

 Vinette K. Pryce
Perhaps it was less than a sur-

mit to a notion that in any given
year any nominated Marley will be

Pt. 1 – The Root Of Life
The recording won 

Stephen Marley takes prize Stephen Marley takes prize 
for Best Reggae Albumfor Best Reggae Album
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Mr. Fantastic takes 
Carnival’s top honors

In this file photo sing-
ers Machel Montano, 
right, and Allyson Hinds 
perform at the Trelawny 
Stadium, Jamaica.
 AP Photo/Andres Leighton

Caribbean Day
at the CMA

This art work is on the 
wall of the CMA gallery 
created by public artist 
Caledonia Dance Curry, 
AKA  Swoon.  Her public 
art can be seen in the 
streets of Brooklyn.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky
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TOP 10 
SINGLES

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

21
Adele                                  

Whitney: The Greatest Hits
Whitney Houston                                                         

19
Adele                                                                                  

Stronger
Kelly Clarkson                                                                                  

Born To Die
Lana Del Rey                                               

Home
Dierks Bentley                                   

Mylo Xyloto
Coldplay  

Kisses On The Bottom
Paul McCartney 

A Different Kind of Truth
Van Halen          

Scars & Stories
The Fray                                                                                               

Set Fire To The Rain
Adele

We Found Love
Rihanna Feat. Calvin Harris

Good Feeling
Flo Rida

It Will Rain
Bruno Mars

The One That Got Away
Katy Perry

Domino
Jessie J

Stronger
Kelly Clarkson

Turn Me On
David Guetta Feat. Nicki Minaj

International Love
Pitbull Feat. Chris Brown

Ni**as in Paris
Jay Z Knaye West

& Free” by his big brother Ziggy Marley 
from the same parents.

The most–winning member of the 
Marley family previously won as a solo 
artiste in 2008 with “Mind Control” 
and again in 2010 for the acoustic ver-
sion of the same album. He also shared 
success collaborating with his siblings 
who recorded as Ziggy Marley and the 
Melody Makers.

The family group triumphed with 
“Conscious Party” in 1989, “One Bright 
Day” the year after and again in 1998 for 
their recording of “Fallen Is Babylon.”

He leads in winning the most Grammy 
awards in the sole category dedicated to 
the Jamaica-popularized beat.

Ziggy has won five Grammy awards 
while the youngest of the Marley record-
ing clan, Damian AKA ‘Junior Gong’ 
follows behind with three.

Damian is the only reggae artist to 
win two Grammy awards on the same 
night.

In addition to scoring a win in the 
reggae category in 2006 for his mega-
hit “Welcome to Jamrock,” Damian also 
won in the best urban/alternative per-
formance category for the same track. 

It should be noted that every son 
of Bob Marley who pursued a career 
in music has been nominated for a 
Grammy award.

Other Marley off-springs to be nomi-
nated include Julian and Ky-Mani. 

Kymani was nominated in 2001 for 
his “Many More Roads” but lost to his 
younger brother Damian’s “Half-way-

Tree.”
Julian’s “Awake” CD lost out in 2010 

when his brother Stephen won for his 
acoustic follow-up to “Mind Control.”

Brothers Robert and Rohan Marley 
bypassed the entertainment industry to 
pursue unrelated careers.   

In another category, British sing-
er Corinne Bailey Rae won another 
Grammy for her interpretation of Bob 
Marley’s “Is This Love.”

She took the miniature, gold, gramo-
phone in the best rhythm and blues 
performance category beating Charlie 
Wilson, Ledisi, Kelly Price & Stokely 
and Marsha Ambrosius.

The Marley name has been associated 
with winning recordings for several 
recording artists.

Bunny Wailer, who as a member of 
the Bob Marley’s Wailing Wailers began 
his music career as a member of the 
trio with Peter Tosh, is the recipient of 
three Grammy awards. 

Two are tributes to his time-honored, 
legendary collaborator.

In 1990, he won for “Time Will Tell: 
A Tribute To Bob Marley” and six years 
later he scored again with “Hall of 
Fame: A Tribute to Bob Marley.” 

The acclaimed king of reggae did not 
win a Grammy award in his lifetime.

He died May 11, 1981 before a reggae 
category was established.

However, in 2001 Bob Marley received 
a posthumous lifetime achievement 
honor from the National Academy of 
Recording Arts & Sciences, presenters 
of the Grammy awards. 

Continued from previous page

Winning Marley ways

Machel Montano tops ’em

workshops that highlight 
traditional Caribbean arts. 
Workshop rooms for paint-
ing, clay, multi-media, and 
music- making provide 
comfortable working space; 
the museum provides the 
materials.  Noise is not dis-
couraged.  

During the year, teach-
ing artists went to PS 115 
in Canarsie and worked 
with the children  to cre-
ate an animated film shar-
ing traditions and their 
Caribbean heritage.  Their 
children-made film will 
screen at noon, kicking 
off the Caribbean Day pro-
gramming.

The spacious gallery, 
hub of the new art-making 
center, is where returning 
Haitian master drummer 
Bonga will perform his tra-
ditional drumming, song 
and dance starting at 1:00 
p.m. Bonga always brings 
a large array of percussion 
instruments for children 
to use—rattles and drums, 
small bells, a cowbell, and 
rhythm sticks.  Kids and 
parents will accompa-
ny him. His dancer adds 
color and movement to 
the engaging rhythms and 
melodies. 

In the fine arts studio, 
children will have a chance 
to make puppets and back-
drops, starting at 1:00 p.m. 
with puppet maker Boo 
followed by the realm of 
storyteller Lily Cerat who 
paints pictures in words 
for the imagination as 
she shares tales from her 
childhood. 

Meanwhile, children can 
explore all the creative cent-
ers at CMA as the artist-led 
workshops help students 
recreate Caribbean arts.  

The techniques the 
Museum explores with 
children are as broad as the 
history of art itself. They 
include exploring color, 
recycled object sculpture, 
the grid for painting like 
artist Chuck Close, silhou-
ettes, collaborative sculp-
ture, pointillism, pop up 
books, monochromatic 
drawing, earthenware clay, 
wearable art, twigs and plas-
ter, mask making, papier-
mâché, ink blots, and more. 
Many of these will be used 
on Caribbean Day. 

The Children’s Museum 
of the Arts officially opened 
its new location – 103 
Charleton St., one block 
below Houston between 
Hudson and Greenwich, in 
October to much fanfare.  A 
record crowd with parents 
and children from all the 
boroughs attended.   

The fee for entrance on 
Caribbean Day is $10 per 
person–– adults and chil-
dren.  Infants and seniors 
are free. 

This new space for crea-
tivity is a configuration 
of art labs and  studios, a 
media lab, and clay room. 
Much fun is to be had here. 
There are morning classes 
for children under age five 
and semester-long after-
school classes. On Thursday 
afternoons, from 4:00-6:00 
p.m., the fee is “pay as 
you wish.”  For more info: 
http://cmany.org.

Dressed in gold, Montano appeared 
on stage pulled in a chariot accompa-
nied by comedienne Rachael Price who 
he said was his Mrs. Fete.

Also taking the stage during his pres-
entation was mas man Peter Minshall’s 
“Tan Tan” and “Sagaboy” who Montano 
referred to as Mr and Mrs Fete.

Iwer George for the second year run-
ning had to settle for second place in the 
Power category. Destra Garcia placed 

third. Kees Dieffenthaller, who won the 
Groovy category last year placed fifth 
with his rendition “Stress Away.”

And on Carnival Saturday night 
Neal & Massy All Stars retained its 
National Panorama title at the Queen’s 
Park Savannah, Port of Spain with its 
rendition of Leon “Smooth” Edwards 
arrangement of “Play Your Self.”

Playing in sixth position the defend-
ing champions were confident they 
would retain their title.

Continued from previous page

Children’s Day 
at the museum
Continued from previous page

Stephen Marley, performs during a tribute to Paul Simon in Washington.
 AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta

Young children enjoy working with clay in the 
workshop room. Photo by Tequila Minsky
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By Kam Williams
“You think football 

builds character. It does 
not. Football reveals char-
acter.” That mantra sums 
up the philosophy Bill 
Courtney relied upon in 
pep talks to turn around 
the football program at 
Manassas High located in 
inner-city Memphis. When 
he assumed the reins in 
2004, the Tigers had never 
made the playoffs in its 
entire 100-year history, 
and hadn’t even won a 
single game in the previ-
ous 14 years.

Luckily, Coach Courtney 
followed a calling to try to 
make a difference in the 
lives of the underprivi-
leged African-American 
kids on the team, so he 
offered his services to 

the school on a volunteer 
basis. And it wasn’t long 
before he began to under-
stand precisely why the 
Tigers had such a long los-
ing record, as members of 
his squad were soon being 
crippled by assorted afflic-
tions visited upon unfor-
tunate folks stuck in the 
ghetto.

First, his starting right 
guard and middle line-
backer left school after 
being shot, while his cent-
er was unavailable because 
of being arrested. Then, 
he had to intervene when 
a couple of other play-
ers fought with each other 
right in front of him. That 
“career’s worth of crap” for 
an average coach all tran-
spired at Manassas in just 
two weeks. Not one to be 
deterred easily, Courtney 
still stuck around for the 
long run and by 2009 had 
forged Manassas into a 
playoff-bound powerhouse 
to be reckoned with.

The team’s phenom-
enal achievement is the 
subject of “Undefeated,” 

an overcoming-the-odds 
documentary co-directed 
by T.J Martin and Dan 
Lindsay. Nominated for 

an Academy Award in the 
Best Documentary catego-
ry, the film focuses prima-
rily on the coach and on 

three youngsters whose 
fortunes he took a par-
ticular interest in: Chavis, 
Money and O.C.

We see that Chavis, a 
hot-headed junior being 
raised by a single-mom, 
has recently returned to 
school after spending 15 
months in a juvenile peni-
tentiary. Money, a gentle 
giant who lives with his 
grandmother, is applying 
himself both in the class-
room and on the field with 
hopes of landing a schol-
arship as a ticket out of 
the ‘hood. Star senior O.C. 
has been blessed with size 
and great natural ability, 
yet poor grades might tor-
pedo his chances of being 
accepted to college.

Although Coach 
Courtney’s tough love reg-
imen looks at times like 
it might push a player or 
two over the edge, it ulti-
mately proves to be just 
the right prescription to 
inspire the team to morph 
from perennial under-
dogs to gridiron greats. 
A compelling documen-
tary chronicling not just 
football exploits but a few 
bona fide cases of quality 
character revealed.    

Football coach finds winning formula
“Undefeated”
Excellent (4 stars)
Unrated
Running time: 113 min-
utes
Distributor: The 
Weinstein Company

A scene from “Undefeated.”

STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 2
 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

EXECUTIVE
PRODUCER RICHARD VANE JUDD  APATOWPRODUCED

BY KEN MARINO DAVID WAINPAUL RUDDCRAIG WEDRENMUSIC
BYMALIN AKERMAN KATHRYN HAHN AND  ALAN ALDALAUREN AMBROSEJUSTIN THEROUX

“WANDERLUST”PAUL RUDD JENNIFER ANISTONUNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH RELATIVITY MEDIA IN ASSOCIATION WITH A HOT DOGAN  APATOW PRODUCTION

WRITTEN
BY & DAVID WAINKEN MARINO DIRECTED

BY DAVID WAIN A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2011 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

STARTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes – Text WANDER with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)! 

No charge from 43KIX, std. rates may apply. Text HELP for info.
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 The Fairy (Unrated) 
Romantic fantasy about 
a hotel’s night watchman 
(Dominique Abel) who falls 
in love with the magical 
fairy (Fiona Gordon) who 
vanishes into thin air after 
granting him two of his 
three wishers. Supporting 
cast includes Philippe 
Martz, Bruno Romy and 
Vladimir Zongo. (In French 
with subtitles) 

The Forgiveness of Blood 
(Unrated) Coming-of-age 
drama about a couple of 
carefree, teenaged siblings 
(Tristan Halilaj and Sindi 
Lacej) forced to mature and 
drop out of high school when 
a long-running blood feud 
with a neighboring clan is 
reignited over real estate 
rights. With Refet Abazi, Cun 
Lajci and Veton Osmani. (In 
Albanian with subtitles)  

Neon Flesh (Unrated) 
“It’s hard out here for 
a pimp” comedy, set in 
Buenos Aires, about a 
22-year-old ne’er-do-well 
(Mario Casas) who hopes to 
earn his prostitute moth-
er’s (Macarena Gomez) 
respect by opening up a 
whorehouse with the help 
of a couple of streetwise 
buddies (Vincente Romero 
and Luciano Caceres). 
With Dario Grandinetti, 
Damaso Conde and Vanessa 
Oliveira. (In Spanish with 
subtitles) 

Tomorrow, When the 
War Began (R for violence) 
Screen adaptation of John 

Marsden’s novel of the 
same name about seven 
Australian teenagers who 
band together to survive 
when they return from a 
weeklong camping trip in 
the bush to find the coun-
try invaded by a hostile 
nation. Starring Caitlin 
Stasey, Rachel Hurd-Wood, 
Lincoln Lewis, Deniz 
Akdeniz, Phoebe Tonkin, 
Chris Pang and Ashleigh 
Cummings. 

 
Big Budget Films
 Act of Valor (R for tor-

ture, profanity and graphic 
violence) Action adventure 
about an elite team of Navy 
SEALS who embark on a 
top secret mission to res-
cue a kidnapped CIA Agent 
only to uncover an immi-
nent terrorist plot against 
America. Starring Nestor 
Serrano, Roselyn Sanchez, 
Jason Cottle and Emilio 
Rivera.    

Gone (PG-13 for vio-
lence, sexuality, drug ref-
erences and brief profan-
ity) Harrowing whodunit 
revolving around a terrified 
young woman (Amanda 
Seyfried) who becomes 
convinced that the same 
serial killer whose clutches 
she escaped a year ago has 

just abducted her sudden-
ly-missing sister (Emily 
Wickersham). With Daniel 
Sunjata, Sebastian Stan 
and Wes Bentley.  

Good Deeds (PG-13 for 
sexuality, violence, profan-
ity and mature themes) 
Tyler Perry wrote, directed 
and stars in this modern 
morality play as an unful-
filled, corporate CEO who 
has second thoughts about 
marrying his shallow fian-
cée (Gabrielle Union) after 
befriending a struggling, sin-
gle-mom (Thandie Newton) 
who works as a janitor in 
his company’s office build-
ing. With Phylicia Rashad, 
Rebecca Romijn, Brian 
White, Beverly Johnson and 
Jamie Kennedy.    

Wanderlust (R for pro-
fanity, sexuality, drug 
use and graphic nudity) 
Jennifer Aniston and Paul 
Rudd co-star in this midlife 
crisis comedy about a mar-
ried couple who move 
from Manhattan to a free 
love, hippie commune in 
the country after the hus-
band loses his high-paying 
job. Cast includes Malin 
Akerman, Justin Theroux, 
Kathryn Hahn, Kerri 
Kenney, Linda Lavin and 
Alan Alda. 

Independent & Foreign Films

By Kam Williams

Kam’s Kapsules

St. Luke’s Theatre, 308 W 46th St • Thur 7 pm, Sat 1:30 & 4:30 pm, Sun 4:30 pm
Telecharge.com 212.239.6200  

SistasTheMusical.com  
Special rates for groups call 212.977.5925 

“A Winner!”  
− NY Beacon

WINNER 2011
Midtown International 

 Theatre Festival

“Sweet and Sassy!”  
− NY Times

A joyous musical celebration of African-American  
women from Bessie Smith to Mary J. Blige

Join us for our Thursday Post Show Talk Backs featuring surprise 
celebrity guests.  More info at SistasTheMusical.com

General& cosmetic
skin care specialists

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne. Herpes
Warts. Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

AlAn Kling, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

CArly WAllis, PA

718-636-0425
27 eiGhth ave (at lincoln pl)
park slope, Bklyn

212-288-1300
1000 park ave (at 84th st)
manhattan, ny
DAy AnD EvEning HouRS
PLEASE CALL foR An APPointMEnt
inSuRAnCE ACCEPtED foR MEDiCAL SERviCES

GREEN CARDS • DEPORTATION DEFENSE
APPEALS TO BIA & FEDERAL COURTS

TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY
ABOUT YOUR IMMIGRATION CASE, CALL:

(347) 903-VISA
TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY ABOUT

HOW YOU CAN BECOME DEBT FREE, CALL:
(347) 855-DEBT

BANKRUPTCY • DEBT SETTLEMENT
STOP ABUSIVE DEBT COLLECTORS

Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people fi le for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Ryan A. Muennich, Esq. Christopher W. Bussard, Esq.

MUENNICH 
& BUSSARD, 

LLP
30 Vesey Street, 16th Floor

New York, NY 10007
(Corner of Church & Vesey, 
near World Trade Center)

http://www.mubulaw.com

CALL 
TO SCHEDULE

A FREE 
CONSULTATION

EVENING & 
WEEKEND 

APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE
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SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

SATURDAY, FEB. 25

Prayer Breakfast People Moved With Compas-
sion (PMWC) presents a Prayer Breakfast (8:00 
a.m. - 9:30 a.m.) & Conference (10:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.) featuring Speaker Min. Marva Thomas 
at Calvary Cathedral of Praise, 45 East 8th St., 
Brooklyn.  Admission free. There will be a free will 
offering. Call to register at (347) 267-2654 or (718) 
435-2731.

Urban Agriculture EcoStation:NY & Bushwick 
Farmer’s Market present a community celebration 
of urban agriculture, 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. featur-
ing the Bushwick Campus Farm & Greenhouse, 
Putnam Ave. at Irving Ave., Brooklyn including a 
tour of the working organic farm & for the adults, a 
party featuring drinks, snacks live music, network-
ing & slideshows, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. at Brooklyn Fire 
Proof, 119 Ingraham St. RSVP to (646) 393-9305 or 
visit www.BushwickFarmersMarket.org.

J@LC J@LC  features The Rhythm Road: 
American Music Abroad presenting Legacy’s hip 
hop sound influenced by West African percus-
sion music, jazz, break-beat & more, 2:30 p.m. at 
Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola, 5th Fl., Frederick P. Rose 
Hall, Lincoln Center, Broadway at 60th St., N.Y. 
Free admission.  Seating is first come, first served. 
No tickets required.  For information, call (212) 
258-9595 or visit jalc.org.

SUNDAY, FEB. 26

Film Screening Commemorating Black History 
Month, The Freedom Socialist Party is featuring a 
screening of “Standing on My Sisters’ Shoulders,” 
documenting the battle, led by women at the 1964 
Democratic Party Convention, demanding equal 
representation in the Mississippi delegation, 3:00 
p.m. at Freedom Hall, 113 W. 128 St., between 
Malcolm X Blvd./Lenox Ave. & Seventh Ave. Admis-
sion free. Brunch served at 2:00 p.m. for donation. 
Childcare provided. For information, call (212) 
222-0633.

Henry & Mudge BMCC Tribeca PAC & The-
atreworks USA presents “Henry & Mudge,” a story 
about the Adventure of Henry & Mudge, his canine 
buddy, when they move to a new house in the 
country,  3:00 p.m. at Borough of Manhattan Com-
munity College located at 199 Chambers St., N.Y.  
For ages 3 - 8 years. For tickets & information, call 
(212) 220-1460 or visit wwwtribecapac.org.

Cultural Explosion In celebration of Black 
History Month St. Gregory the  Great RC Church 
Heritage Committee (a division of St. Matthews) 
presents their 6th Annual Cultural Explosion, 5:00 
p.m. at St. Teresa of Avila, 563 Sterling Place at 
Classon Ave., Brooklyn, starring Quake USA, Art In 
Motion, fashion, music, comedy & raffle drawing.  
Light refreshments will be served.  For ticket infor-
mation, contact Lennox Calder at (347) 583-2936.

Ave., between New York Ave. & E 34 St., Room 
3022, Brooklyn, 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Free for 
family members, partners & significant others. 
Registration is required.  Call (718) 512-5269. 

ONGOING

Free Tax Preparation The Bethex Federal 
Credit Union is offering free tax preparation every 
Wednesday, 12 noon - 7:00 p.m. & Fri., 10:00 a.m. 
- 3:00 p.m,. at Bronx Independent Living Services, 
4419 Third Ave, Ste. 2C, Bronx. For more informa-
tion & necessary paperwork, call (718) 515-2800 
ext. 111 or for an ASL interpreter, call & make 
appointment with Ms. Saldana at (866) 882-3244.

Free Tax Help The   Brooklyn  Cooperative 
Federal Credit Union & the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance Program will be offering free tax help 
to low- to-moderate-income residents of Bedford 
Stuyvesant & Bushwick. In addition to providing 
free, high-quality tax preparation, the program 
gives Central Brooklyn residents an opportunity to 
open credit union accounts. For more information, 
call (212) 505-EITC (3482).

Adoption “You Gotta Believe!,” a community 
based older child adoption agency is looking for 
families (regardless of age, marital status, gender 
or income) who would be willing to provide love 
& nurturing to a child in the foster care system. 
Classes held on Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. at St. 
Paul’s Church, 2801 W 8 St., in Coney Island 
& Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. at Church of the Holy 
Redeemer, 2424 Linden Blvd. in East New York. 
For information, call (718) 372-3003.

Foreclosure Prevention If you’re interested 
in obtaining a modification or just concerned about 
your mortage, come in for free services, counseling 
& assistance every Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. Open 
House sponsored by NHS of East Flatbush. To 
RSVP or for more information, call (718) 469-4679.

Winter Aches & Pains Jamaican Fountain Pi-
mento Oil is an all natural, chemical & preservative 
free herbal medication that relieves sore muscles, 
stiff joints, nerve damage, circulation issues, fluid 
retention amongst a host of other ailments. Call 
Sandra at (866) 223-2414 to book a free massage 
appointment for your place of worship, senior citi-
zens group or nursing home. For more information, 
visit www.pimentooil.com.

Tai Chi Stop. Breath. Relax.  Join Tai Chi Easy, 
a wellness practice combining Tai-chi, Qigong, 
meditation & Chinese healing, taught by Daniel 
Weicher, certified teacher in Integral Qigong & Tai 
Chi, every Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at the 
Moore Street Market, 110 Moore St., entrance on 
Humbolt St., Brooklyn. Donations are appreciated. 
Call (914) 673-6016 for information.

Vendor Registration Black Christmas 2012, 
A Holiday Season with a Purpose, will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 8, 2012, at the Hotel Pennsylvania 
in Manhattan. For details & fees on early, regular & 
late vendor registration call Norman Cole at (212) 
714-4531.

Compiled by Ida Eisenstein

MONDAY, FEB. 27

BAMcinematek BAMcinematek presents a 
Brooklyn close-up double feature featuring Nelson 
George & Diana Paragas’ Brooklyn Boeheme a 
salute to Ft. Greene in the 80s, the epicenter for 
forward-thinking black culture & paired with Spike 
Lee’s “She’s Gotta Have It,” a sex comedy ad-
dressing Black sexuality, 7:30 p.m., at BAM, Peter 
Jay Sharp Bldg., 30 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn.  For 
information, call (718) 636-4129 or visit BAM.org.

Love, Hope & Destiny St. Francis College, 
Founders Hall, 189 Remsen St., Brooklyn Heights, 
presents “Love, Hope & Destiny: A Reading of 
Poetry and Prose” by senior citizens, 12:30 p.m. - 
1:40 p.m. Free & open to the public. For informa-
tion, call (718) 489-5200.

TUESDAY, FEB. 28

Boxing Pulse 48, 1020 East 48 St., corner of 
Farragut Rd., Brooklyn is hosting Golden Gloves 
Tuesday Night at the Fights.  First fight begins 7:00 
p.m. & features five - eight fights for the night. 

Doors open 6:00 p.m. For more information & to 
purchase tickets, contact (718) 282-8041 & (646) 
434-5390.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 29

Juilliard Jazz The Juilliard School invites 
you to attend a special evening of “The Gerry 
Mulligan Tribute Concert” featuring the Juilliard 
Jazz Orchestra with guest artist, Gary Smulyan 
celebrating the creation of the Gerry & Franca Mul-
ligan Scholarship & announcing the first recipient, 
saxophonist Jordan Pettay, 8:00 p.m. at the Peter 
Jay Sharp Theater, The Juilliard School, 155 West 
65th St., N.Y. For tickets & more information, call 
(212) 769-7406 or go to www.juilliard.edu.

SATURDAY, MAR. 3

Education Program Family-to-Family Educa-
tion Program will be offering a series of 12 weekly 
classes structured to help caregivers understand 
& support individuals with serious mental illness 
while maintaining their well being, starting 3/3/12 
at Kings County Hospital Center, 451 Clarkson 

Food Stamp Outreach
Find out if you are eligible to receive Food 

Stamp benefits! A representative from the NYC 
Human Resources Administration will be avail-
able to assist you with eligibility pre-screening 
& to answer any questions every Tues. & Wed., 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Community Board 
12, 4101 White Plains Road at 229 St., Bronx. 
For more information, call (718) 881-4455.

Children’s Program 
   The Mount Carmel Worship & Outreach 
Center, 788 East 46 St., between Clarendon 
& Ave. D, Brooklyn, is offering a children’s 
tutoring/computer training program, stand-
ardized test preparation & job skills training 
program, Saturdays, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
For registration details, call (971) 609-0909.

Financial Coaching 
We all have goals - paying off bills, saving for 
a home, improving our credit score, etc., etc. 
The Financial Capabilties & Coaching Program 
is a personal approach to help reach goals. For 
more information, call the Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services of East Flatbush at (718) 469-4679.



Fe
b.

 2
4-

M
ar

.1
, 2

01
2 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Br
oo

kl
yn

/S
ta

te
n 

Is
la

nd
 • 

Pa
ge

 3
0

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:

  and scar tissue formation

packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 

with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.
Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 

tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 

with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117 57th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.kellerchirony.com

718.559.6992
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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tel 718-518-6656 fax 718-518-6744 cedu@hostos.cuny.edu
500 Grand Concourse, Room B-208 Bronx, NY 10451 www.hostos.cuny.edu/contedu

Hostos Community
College

Division of
Continuing Education & Workforce Development

Prepare for Today’s
Job Market!

College for Kids Saturday Academy &
Test Prep Academy options are available to children.

We also offer English-as-a-Second Language,
General Equivalency Diploma and personal enrichment courses.

�Also

Expand your skills set & marketability
with our certificate programs

Open House

Wed., February 29 6:00pm-8:00pm
Hostos Community College

500 Grand Concourse, B208, Bronx, NY

Wed., February 29 6:00pm-8:00pm
Hostos Community College

500 Grand Concourse, B208, Bronx, NY

Join Us at Our

Register Now!
or

Open House
Register Now!

�Free!

� Certified Nursing Assistant Program
� Credentialed Alcohol & Substance Abuse Counselor
� Case Management Certificate Program  NEW
� Clinical Medical Assistant  NEW
� CompTIA A+® Certification Test Prep  
� CompTIA Network+® Certification Test Prep  
� CUNY Healthcare Interpreter 
� Electrocardiography Technician
� Food Protection
� Firearms Security Training  NEW
� Grant Writing  
� Hands-On Automotive Transmission
� Health Information Management  NEW
� Microsoft Certified Systems Administrator 
� Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer  
� Microsoft Office 
� Nonprofit Management  
� Pharmacy Technician Test Prep
� Phlebotomy Technician
� Real Estate

� Real Estate Salesperson’s License
� 22.5 hrs. of Continuing Education 

For Real Estate Sales Agents
� 30 hrs. Real Estate Remedial Courses

� Security Officer
� Teacher Assistant

Call to Register 718-518-6656 
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By Fabian Burrell
As the island nation 

Jamaica celebrates 50 years 
of independence from 
British rule, Jamaican film 
director Storm Saulter’s 
“Better Mus’ Come” chron-
icles the bloody reign of 
terror that was once the 
backdrop for the politi-
cal campaigns and strug-
gle for power between the 
two parties; Jamaica Labor 
Party (JLP) and the Peoples 
National Party (PNP). 

Loosely woven around 
the late 70’s reign of ter-
ror in West Kingston and 
closely mirroring the cap-
ture of the Jamaican dru-
glord Christopher “Dudus” 
Coke whose extradition 
to the United States from 
Jamaica was world news for 
several days in May 2011, 
the script attempts to show 
the circumstances lead-
ing up to this epidemic. 
While movies of the same 
genre has portrayed their 
story for the shock value 
to create the sensational-
ism that moviegoers tend 
to seek, this movie shows 

the human frailties and the 
stark reality of waking eve-
ryday with no opportunities 
to earn an honest living. 

Lead character, Ricky 
has a young son whose 
mother’s life was taken by 
the senseless violence that 
permeates the ghetto and 
he is left alone to take care 
of his son.  You see tender 
moments with him and his 
son; taking him to school, 
gently reprimanding him 
from playing “shoot ‘em 
ups” and caring for him 
as he runs a high temper-
ature.  You see the pain 
when his son asks him for 
some water to drink and he 
goes to the pipe and there 
is none. He then walks to 
the river to catch water in a 
bucket to boil for drinking 
and bathing.

The actor, Sheldon 
Shepherd, reminisced about 
his own life coming from a 
poor family and living these 
same hardships. The young 
and very ruggedly hand-
some dub poet beamed in 
on Skype to share with his 
new fans his appreciation 

for the opportunity to be 
in the film. Skyping with 
him was Everaldo Cleary 
(Shortman) who never 
dreamed of being in film 
and was also struggling 
in Sandy Bay just like his 
character.

The acting is intense and 
the cinematography cap-
tures the grit of the ghetto.  
Storm describes his film 
as a history lesson and one 
that even he did not know 
prior to his own research 
but one that he wants to 
impart to this generation 
so they can understand the 
underlying root cause of the 
violence that many ascribe 
to Jamaica as much as its 
roots and culture image is 
painted by the reggae Music 
of the iconic Bob Marley.

Many of the residents 
of Sandy Bay, one of the 
main locations for the film-
ing, were cast as extras and 
Saulter was pleased with 
the talent he discovered 
even amongst those who 
had no formal education or 
jobs.  On the other hand, 
the female lead was the last 

to be cast, by pure chance. 
Storm observed Sky Nicole 
Grey walking by the office 
and invited her to read for 
the part. She was a natu-
ral fit.  She, had however, 
been fantasizing about an 
entertainment career even 
as she performed skits for 
her family on Sundays 
after dinner since she was 
a little girl. She has already 
launched a modeling career 
on the international scene, 
her face has graced the cov-
ers of international maga-
zines; including Essence, 

and even now she is fine-
tuning a singing career. 

The love story between 
Kemala and Ricky ignites 
as suddenly as the violence 
takes hold of the garrison 
that is clearly delineated 
by its narrow streets and 
twists and turns that makes 
it a one way in or out for 
anyone; live by the code 
or die trying to rise above 
it. Ricky is the natural 
leader amongst his friends 
and encourages them to 
stay away from the politi-
cians’ offers of quick easy 

money but falls prey to the 
inevitable dominance when 
Shortman who goes out 
to seek work in the PNP 
camp and is turned away 
gets attacked and his face is 
slashed. Seeking revenge, 
the gang goes out to attack 
the community residents by 
throwing Molotov cocktails 
into their sheds and when 
they run out to escape the 
fire, shoots them down.  
Ricky gets shot and sends 
Kemala away with his son, 
but…

Lincoln Center’s Walter 
Reade Theater was the loca-
tion for the New York pre-
mier of “Better Mus’ Come” 
which was presented by 
Imagenation and The Film 
Society of Lincoln Center. 
The special screening was 
preceded by a rousing per-
formance by Mr. Vegas of 
“Heads High” fame. His 
new album “Sweet Jamaica” 
pays tribute to the last 50 
years of Jamaican music, 
from Ska to Dancehall. 
Courtney Panton of The 
Kingston Studio accompa-
nied him on drums.

NYC premiere of ‘Better Mus’ Come’

Sky Nicole Grey (Kemala), left, and Storm Saulter 
director of “Better Mus” Come. Photo by Fabian Burrell

By Deardra Shuler
The National Black 

Touring Circuit featured 
Kim Brockington as Zora 
Neale Hurston, in a one-
woman play written by 
Laurence Holder, and 
directed by Wynn Handman, 
as part of the Black History 
Month Play Festival, which 
runs through Feb. 26.

During the festival shows 
such as “The Good Fight: A 
Phillip Randolph” starring 
Ralph McCain, was held Feb. 
3-5; Zora Neale Hurston 
ran Feb. 10 through 12; 
“Adam” is running at the 
Dwyer Cultural Center, at 
258 St. Nicholas Avenue in 
Manhattan, Feb. 17-19, star-
ring Timothy Simonson, 
and “I, Barbara Jordan” star-
ring Toni Seawright, finish-
es the series at the National 
Black Theatre, located at 
2031 Fifth Avenue, on Feb. 
24-26. 

“I wouldn’t be doing Zora 
if it weren’t for Woodie King, 
Jr., and Elizabeth Van Dkye. 
Initially Elizabeth was por-
traying Zora with Joseph 
Edwards. The show was top 

shelf. I caught her show and 
was very impressed. A year 
later, Woodie called me to 
say Elizabeth could not do 
the show in Bethlehem, PA 
and asked whether I could I 
go on in her place.  I did not 
have to do anything but say 
‘yes.’ And I did. Elizabeth 
was generous and gave me 
the blocking. Woodie gave 
me the script and I had six 
weeks to get ready for it. I 
had some pretty big shoes to 
fill. I started playing the role 

whenever Elizabeth could 
not do a performance,” said 
Kim Brockington.  

“I have always been 
interested in the life of 
Zora Neale Hurston. Born 
in Notasulga, Alabama in 
1891, Zora was the fifth of 
eight children. Zora was 
a fun loving, outrageous, 
bodacious individual who 
was all about getting her 
art out to the world. She 
became the literary queen 
of the Harlem Renaissance. 

“Her Eyes Were Watching 
God was one of her most 
famous books,” stated Kim 
who loves portraying the 
role.

Ms. Brockington por-
trayed Zora in a PBS doc-
umentary. “I talk about 
Zora’s childhood in the 
PBS version,” remarked the 
talented performer. “Zora’s 
mother died when Zora 
was young and it changed 
Zora’s whole world.  Her 
father married very soon 
afterward. Zora’s father was 
a ladies man and always a 
bit scandalous.  His new 
wife did not like Zora, so 
Zora was sent her off to 
school.  Eventually, her 
father stopped paying for 
school and she was kicked 
out. She got a job in a 
traveling theatrical show as 
a maid.  Zora always loved 
storytelling, thus it’s no 
surprise she became a writ-
er. She returned to school 
attending Morgan where 
she finished high school. By 
the time she got to Howard 
University, she was writing. 
She was 28. She went on to 

Barnard where she majored 
in anthropology.” 

Ahead of her time, Zora 
was a poet, writer and 
anthropologist, who won 
several awards and con-
tests. Eventually she won 
a Guggenheim Fellowship 
allowing her to travel to 
Jamaica and Haiti, where 
she studied African voodoo 
rituals.  Hurston continued 
her research in America’s 
southland where she col-
lected and wrote about 
African American folklore.

During the Harlem 
Renaissance era, a lot of 
the artists had patrons 
who sponsored their work. 
Charlotte Mason was 
Zora’s patron. Ms. Mason 
was an influential woman 
who gave Zora money for 
clothes, books and lodging.  
Langston Hughes also had 
a patron but criticized Zora 
for allowing her patronage 
to go on too long. Charlotte 
Mason, who insisted Zora 
called her “Godmother,” 
was very controlling and 
wanted to control Zora’s 
art, forcing Zora to acqui-

esce to Charlotte demands. 
Zora felt smothered, frus-
trated and angry under 
Godmother’s control. 
Finally, she got away from 
Godmother after publish-
ing Jonah’s Gourd Vine in 
1934. “Moses, Man of the 
Mountain” was published in 
1939. Ms. Hurston’s peri-
odicals were published in 
The Saturday Evening Post, 
and  American Mercury. 

She contributed to 
“Woman in the Suwannee 
County Jail,” a book writ-
ten by journalist William 
Bradford Hule.  As a folk-
lorist, Hurston oftentimes 
wrote in the dialect of her 
subject matter, utilizing 
speech patterns of the peri-
od she documented. “Mules 
and Men,” was another of 
her works.

She will be performing her 
one-woman show on Zora 
at Georgia State University 
in Atlanta on March 12 for 
Women’s Month; in May, 
she is slated to perform 
Zora in Baltimore and per-
haps another performance 
in New Jersey in June. 

Brockington plays Zora Neale Hurston

Kim Brockington & Zora Neale Huston (inset).
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Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?
Fatigue?     
Anxiety?                                                                         
Depression?
Type II Diabetes? 
Vascular diseases?                                   

Weight gain?       
Confusion? 
Weakness?
Osteoporosis?  
Shortness of breath?                               

Lost interest in sex?  
Lack of self-esteem?        
Lack of motivation?   
Poor self-confidence   
Coronary disease?                                          

Erectile dysfunction?
Sexual discomfort?    
Lost sexual feelings?    
Heart failure? 
Menstrual cramps?                                      

In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of sufficient testosterone, and 
all are almost always significantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement.  Testosterone has been 
available by prescription for fifty-seven years.  Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and 
women. 

 Testosterone deficiency treatment is covered by 
                        most insurances                                                              

       Get your testosterone level checked!!!
            
 

                      Martin Slavin, MD
5601 Flatlands Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234

718-444-7040

TESTOSTERONE   

Considering
DEBT SETTLEMENT or BANKRUPTCY?

Recession Special!

$900
BANKRUPTCY

Starting
At

Plus Applicable Fees

(For A Limited

Time Only!)

Call 718-709-7107

  Not Paralegals

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT
Prior results do not guarantee outcome

Restrictions Apply.

RYLO
FIRM
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FEDERAL
FORM 1040EZ

Poof of identity, residency, your S/Ss /birth certificates & S/Ss of your kids

9 A.M.-9 P.M. MON-SAT
J.W.C. 718-284-3156

1864 NOSTRAND AVE, STE 2
CORNER NEWKIRK AVE

110 YEARS
SAME LOCALITY

718-284-3156 / 347-406-7823

- NOT RETURNING YOUR CALLS? - CANNOT FIND HIM AFTER TAX SEASON?

- MISSING OUT ON CREDITTS? ... -“(S)HE MESSED YOU UP” ?

UN-HAPPY WITH YOUR PREPARER ?

SWITCH TO US NOW. FOR YEAR-AROUND SERVICE !

GOT A CHILD?

$8,500
SWITCH TO US. PAY ONLY

MADE LESS THAN
$47,500 LAST YEAR

?

or more

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR

$95.00
PREPARATION & EFILE -

IN FEDERAL / STATE
TAX CREDITS

For taxpayers claiming no dependent, no itemized deductions, with certain types of income ( wages,
salaries, tips, taxable scholarship, grants, un-employment compensation. Fees applies with Earned
Income Credit and for NY State return, also if applying for Refund Anticipation Check (RAC). A RAC
is not a loan but a bank deposit or check. You can electronically find your refund and receive your
efund without a RAC, a loan or extra fees. Must meet IRS criteria for 1040EZ. Void where prohibited.
Offer expires 03-16-2012.

All offers limited to one per household, filing a personal tax return with wages, no investment income, SCH A, SCH E or SCH C. 1040EZ form filer must meet IRS criteria. Not responsible for typ. errors.

WALK
READYWITH

GET TO KNOW US DRIVE COUPON ! EXP. 3-16-12
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HHURRY !
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February, Black History 
Month, is an ideal time to 
visit the Louis Armstrong 
House Museum, home of 
the founding father of jazz. 
As a special Black History 
Month gift, the Broadway 
show “Stick Fly” produced 
by Alicia Keys will provide 
discount ticket coupons 
to our visitors to see the 
show.

Led by a trained docent, 
the 40-minute tour is like 
a personal session with 
Satchmo himself, as visi-
tors walk through his fully 
preserved residence, look 
at his original furnishings, 
and listen to rare record-
ings of him playing trumpet 
or talking with friends. The 
modest house provides the 
ideal backdrop for learning 
about the improbable life of 
Louis Armstrong, who tran-
scended stark poverty—his 
grandparents were slaves—
to become an American icon 
and international superstar.

The first African American 
to receive featured bill-
ing in a major Hollywood 
motion picture, Armstrong 
co-starred in “Pennies 

from Heaven” with Bing 
Crosby in 1936. The next 
year, when he took over the 
Fleischmann’s Yeast Show 
from Rudy Vallee for seven 
weeks, he became the first 
African American to host a 
nationally sponsored radio 
variety show. Satchmo con-
tinued to break new cultur-
al ground. He was the first 
African-American enter-
tainer to have his contract 
stipulate that he would not 
play at any hotel where he 
couldn’t stay. From 1947 
until the end of his career, 
he appeared exclusively with 
integrated bands; after New 
Orleans outlawed mixed-
race ensembles, he avoided 
his hometown for a decade. 

The first jazz musician to 
be featured on the cover of 
Time magazine (1949), he 
won a GRAMMY in 1965, 
was featured on the cover 
of Life Magazine in 1966, 
and received a GRAMMY 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 1972, the year 
after he died. Armstrong 
was inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame in 
1990 and was named one 

of Life Magazine’s “100 Top 
Entertainers of the 20th 
Century” in 1999.  His “Hot 
Five and Hot Seven” record-
ings (1925-1928) were des-
ignated for preservation 
by the National Recording 
Registry at the Library of 
Congress in 2003. 

Louis Armstrong House 
Museum Exhibition

The Louis Armstrong 
House Museum, which is 
administered by Queens 
College, holds seven col-
lections of photographs, 
sound recordings, letters, 
manuscripts, instruments 
and artifacts, making it the 
largest publicly held archi-
val collection in the world 
devoted to a jazz musi-
cian. Although Armstrong 
traveled 300 days a year, he 
called this modest house in 
Corona his home.

Planning Your Visit
The Louis Armstrong 

House Museum is located 
at 34-56 107th Avenue 
in Corona, Queens. The 
museum is open Tuesday 
– Friday from 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday/
Sunday from 12:00 noon to 

5:00 p.m. Guided 40-minute 
house tours start every hour 
on the hour. The last tour 
of the day leaves at 4:00 pm. 
The gift shop, exhibit area 
and garden can be explored 
before or after the tour. No 
reservations are necessary 
for individuals, but groups 
of eight or more should call 
ahead to reserve. 

Parking is available with-
in the neighborhood and 
the museum is accessible by 
subway via the 7 train. 

There is an admission fee 
for seniors, students and 
children and free for LAHM 
members and children under 
4. Groups with reservations 
enjoy a discount on admis-
sion. The Louis Armstrong 
House Museum is closed on 
all Mondays and the follow-
ing holidays: Thanksgiving, 
Christmas Eve, Christmas 
Day, New Year’s Eve and 
New Year’s Day. It is always 
open on July 4, the date 
when Armstrong celebrated 
his birthday.

School groups are encour-
aged to visit. Reservations 
can be made at www.
LouisArmstrongHouse.org.

Celebrate History at Louis Armstrong House

Louis Armstrong (center) signing a contract with his 
manager, Joe Glaser (left) and agent Cork O’Keefe by 
his side. Louis was the first African-American to host 
a nationally sponsored radio program: “Fleischmann” 
Yeast Show.
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By Patrick Horne
U.S. and Los Angeles Galaxy forward 

Landon Donovan by now must have 
removed the doubts about his ability to 
succeed in Europe.

Twice a failure in Germany, Donovan 
turned his attention to England and had 
a short spell with Everton in 2010-2011; 
after modest success at in his first spell at 
Everton FC of the English Premier League, 
he returned for his second short-term spell 
this season and this time made a big impact 
at Everton. After this second spell, Donovan 
last week was named Everton’s player of the 
month for January.

‘’It feels good,’’ Donovan told Everton 
TV. “I think there was a point in January 
where no one was too happy with the way 
things were going, but the last few weeks 
have been a welcome change and a lot bet-
ter, and it’s been a lot more fun to be a part 
of, for sure.’’

Donovan assisted on eight goals for 
Everton in January and had nine assists 
in his two-month loan spell. He made a 
big contribution to Everton, including an 
assist in a 1-0 win over Premiership leaders 
Manchester City. 

“Any time you can beat the leaders it’s 

By Azad Ali
Trinidad and Tobago mystery spinner 

Sunil Narine, who shot into the cricket 
limelight last year was purchased by Kolkata 
Knight Riders in the Indian Premier League 
(ILP) for the fifth highest price behind India 
all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja, Sri Lanka cap-
tain Mahela Jayawardene, India pacer Vinay 
Kumar and New Zealand batsman Brendan 
McCullum.

Narine was the biggest shock of the 
auction when he was snapped up for 
US$700,000 from a starting base price of 
US$50,000.

He made his international Twenty20 
debut last year.

Emerging West Indies batsman Darren 
Bravo and all rounder Kevin Cooper were 
also picked up by the IPL franchises.

Bravo, who was in ESPN Circifino’s Test 

 FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS
‘Fierce bowling from the Barbadian 
pacers gave their team the edge in the 
Regional Four-Day Competition.’ 
 - Eyes on Cricket, Page 37

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

BLACKBIRDSBLACKBIRDS
SECURE SPOT

By Robert Elkin
Last year the Long Island University-

Brooklyn basketball team under the 
coaching of Jim Ferry captured 13 con-
secutive  games, including the Northeast 

College Conference post-season tourna-
ment,  defeating Robert Morris in the 
title game.

Jamal Olasewere captured the Most 
Valuable Player award of the conference 

tournament. He scored 16 points and 
grabbed 12 rebounds against Central 
Connecticut State, tallied 18 points and 
grabbed the same number of rebounds 

Continued on next page

Head to playoffs in the NortheastHead to playoffs in the Northeast

High price tag 
for spinner

Long Island’s Jamal Olasewere, front left, is fouled by Robert Morris’ Velton Jones, right, during the first half of a 
Northeast Conference Championship NCAA college basketball game in New York.  AP Photo/Bill Kostroun

Donovan player 
of the month
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XI for 2011 and is now ranked in the 
top 20 of the International Cricket 
Council’s (ICC) Test rankings, was 
picked up by Deccan Chargers at 
his base price of US$100,000, while 
Cooper, who like Narine, gave a good 
performance at both the Champions 
League last September and last 
month’s Caribbean T20 series where 
T&T retained their title was secured 
by Rajasthan Royals at his base price 
of US$50,000.

The Trinidad and Tobago players 
were just three of four new West 
Indians to play in the IPL. The other 
player bought was the dynamic 
Jamaican all-rounder Andre Russell, 
who was purchased for US$450,000 by 
the Delhi Daredevils from a base price 
of US$50,000.

The four will now join Chris Gayle 
(Royal Challengers Banglagore), 
Kieron Pollard (Mumbai Indians) and 
Dwayne Bravo Chennai Super Kings) 
as West Indians in the IPL.

This year’s IPL will run from April 
4 to May 27, which will coincide with 
both the three-Test series against 
Australia (April 7-27) and the subse-
quent tour to England (May 5-June 
24).

Continued from previous page

T&T heads 
to India

against St. Francis of Pennsylvania.
Olasewere exploded for 31 markers and 

grabbed 11 caroms against Robert Morris 
in the contest that decided their automatic 
bid into the NCAA tournament where they 
lost to North Carolina University in the 
opening round. He is a tough rebounder, 
can really go in there and even put the ball 
into the hoop.

Teammate Jason Brickman, who turned 
in an excellent freshman year at the guard 
position,  returned to the team as did 
Olasewere, Julian Boyd, C.J. Garner, and 
Michael Culpo. These players can give any 
of their rivals ‘fits’ better known as trouble 
in winning.

They all prepared very well for the cur-
rent season. With many of the returnees 
and not such a deep squad  they felt con-
fident coming into the season that they 
would go deep into the NCAA tournament. 
But first, they must make it. 

Ferry thus began his 10th season as head 
coach of the Blackbirds, located in down-
town Brooklyn.

They started  the season rather slow and 
lost at Hofstra, Old Dominican and Penn 
State, all on the road. After losing to Iona 
College to drop their record to 2-4 , and 
with the same starters-Brickman, a tre-
mendous back court player, and a candidate 
for an all-league spot at the season’s end, 
Culpo, Olasewere and pre-season North 
East Conference player of the year Boyd, 
Ferry’s team went on a tremendous role 
winning nine straight games at one stage 
of the season.

After losing to Robert Morris, and then 
taking five in a row including two over 

neighborhood rival St. Francis College, 
including one at Madison Square Garden, 
their first place record read 19-7 and only 
one league setback.

And most important of all, they clinched 
a spot in the Northeast Conference tourna-
ment. The other teams standing hasn’t been 
determined at press time as the schedule is 
still going on.

Credit must go to the whole team, espe-
cially to Olasewere, who puts on quite a 
show both on offense and defense from the 
forward position until he fouled out with 30 
seconds left against St. Francis College of 
Brooklyn in the Battle of Brooklyn.

Teammate Boyd connected on a jump 
shot with about 20 seconds left in the sec-
ond half to put the Blackbirds ahead 79-78. 
Garnes’ two free throws put the icing on the 
cake or for LIU in a game that went right 
down to the end and thrilled the near capac-
ity crowd. Despite the setback in the Battle 
of Brooklyn, the Terriers still remains in 
contention for a playoff spot, with the home 
court advantage going to the top four col-
leges.

Olasewere  put on some show to be 
named Most Valuable Player of the Battle of 
Brooklyn schools to climax rivalry week in 
college basketball.

“I don’t think it’s pressure to repeat,” 
Ferry said. “The top four teams get the 
home  court advantage.”

And credit must go to Brickman, who 
makes those passes, plays a tremendous 
game in the backcourt, has great court 
vision, and assisted 12 times in the Battle of 
Brooklyn at the LIU Wellness Center.

“Brickman had a special season as a 
freshman and has gotten quicker than (last 

year), added Ferry. “He’s taken on the role 
as a leader. And he has done a fantastic job 
for us.”

Coupled with Culpo, the only senior 
starter, they are two unselfish players, and 
they team very well together in the back-
court. Culpo is a very good ball handler. 
And there’s also a key reserve in freshman 
Brandon Thompson, who has been averag-
ing in double figures as far as minutes are 
concerned. Coach Ferry is very high on 
him.

“He can handle the ball and has a great 
feel for the game,” added Ferry. 

While the Blackbirds have to focus on 
one game at a time during the regular 
season in preparation for the league’s post-
season tournament, the St. Francis College 
Terriers, trying to have a turn around sea-
son, are also doing very well  in their drive 
to pull an  upset or two in the stretch run.  
They are also in the running for a playoff 
spot which at press time is not clinched 
as yet.

St. Francis’ head coach Glenn Braica, 
whose team has been doing just great, said 
that the Battle of Brooklyn has always been 
interesting. The season has been going to 
form-the way it should be.

“We still have to improve on our defense,” 
said Coach Braica, who is in his second 
season as head coach of the Terriers. “I’m 
proud of my team. It’s been a good season 
and a fun year. We have a good group of 
guys. (Against Long Island University) we 
gave a decent account of ourselves and 
we’re proud of our players.”

Home court is an advantage and makes 
a big difference to a team during any game; 
with a tournament no exception. 

Continued from previous page

Blackbirds secure a spot in finals

a pretty special night,’’ Donovan 
said, “and my dad was there that 
night, so it made it a little extra 
special for me.’’

Johnson Returns

U.S. national team forward 
Eddie Johnson returned to MLS 
when he was traded to the Seattle 
Sounders last week.  Johnson, 
who failed a physical at Mexico’s 
Pueblo club in December, was 
selected by the Montreal Impact 
on Friday in the MLS alloca-
tion draft; he was then traded to 
Seattle for forward Mike Fucito 
and midfielder Lamar Neagle.

The 28-year-old Johnson was 
much travelled and just prior to 
Pueblo, the forward played Cardiff 
City in Wales, Preston North End 
in England and Aris in Greece. 
Johnson started his career in 
MLS with FC Dallas (2001-06) 
and Kansas City (2007-08) before 
signing for Fulham F.C. of the 

English Premier League. He was 
a member of the 2006 U.S. World 
Cup team and scored 12 goals in 
42 internationals.

Ching Back To Houston 

Former U.S. national team 
forward and longtime Houston 
Dynamo mainstay, Brian Ching, 
was returned to the Dynamo in 
a recent trade with Montreal 
Impact. Left unprotected after 
last season in the MLS expansion 
draft and selected by Montreal.  
Ching, 33, was unhappy out of 
Houston and threatened to retire 
at the time. Houston on Thursday 
give up a conditional first-round 
pick in the 2013 SuperDraft to re-
acquire Ching, who is the team’s 
all-time scoring leader with 64 
goals. 

“We have made this decision 
based on reasons that we felt were 
beneficial for both the desires and 
needs of our club and the wishes 
of Brian Ching,’’ said Impact head 
coach Jesse Marsh.

Continued from previous page

Player of the month

Trinidad and Tobago spinner Sunil 
Narine. AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi

Everton’s Landon Donovan, left, vies for the ball against 
Blackburn Rovers’ Martin Olsson during their English 
Premier League soccer match at Goodison Park, Liverpool, 
England. AP Photo/Tim Hales
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The third round of 
the Regional Four-Day 
Competition was highlight-
ed with some fierce fast 
bowling from Jino Best and 
Fidel Edwards of Barbados.

Trinidad &Tobago 
scored 338 runs in their 
first inning with Lendl 
Simmons scoring 52, 
Captain Denesh Ramdin 
88, Rayad Emrit 62 not out 
and Darren Bravo 52. 

In their second innings 
Trinidad & Tobago were 
bundled out for 119 runs. 
Lendl Simmons did not 
bat in the second innings 
because of a finger injury. 
Adrian Barath was hit in 
the arm by pacer Jino Best 
and retired on 2 runs. 

Bravo was hit on the 
shoulder by Best. Edwards 
ripped through the other 
end. From 81 runs for 3 
wickets with Captain 
Denesh Ramdin try-
ing to repair the innings, 
Sulieman Benn the left-
arm spinner wrapped up 
the innings bowling out 
Trinidad & Tobago for 
119 runs in their second 
innings. Edwards picked 

up 5 wickets for 64 runs, 
Sulieman Benn 2 for 38 
and Jino Best 3 for 31.

Barbados Scores 279 
and 179 for 5

Barbados Captain Kirk 
Edwards scored 70 and 45 
respectively, Ryan Hinds 
scored 46 in the first 
innings, opener Kraigg 
Brathwaite 27 and the left-
handed Jonathan Carter 37 
and 36.

Barbados Wins by 5 
Wickets

Young Barbados and 
West Indies batsman Kraigg 
Brathwaite scored 48 not 
out from 142 balls in a fifth 
wicket partnership of 47 
runs with Jonathan Carter 
who scored 36. Wicket 
keeper batsman Shane 
Dowrich scored 19 as he 

stood up with Brathwaite 
seeing their team home 
safely at 179 for 5. Sunil 
Narine picked up 5 for 78, 
and 3 for 54 respectively 
gaining match figures of 8 
for 132.

Jamaica Defeats The 
Leewards By 201 Runs 

And An Inning

Jamaica boosted to 36 
points after three games, 
led the points table. 
Jamaica bowled out the 
Leewards Islands for 104 
and 99 respectively. Leg 
spinner Odean Brown got 
match figures of 9 for 38. 
Nikita Miller grabbed 5 for 
16 in the second innings 
gaining match figures of 
7 for 47. 

Guyana Defeats CCC

Guyana gained 24 

points from three games 
after they gained 12 points 
from defeating Combined 
Colleges and Campuses. 
Assad Fudadin is the lead-
ing runs scorer so far in 
the Regional Four-Day 
Tournament. 

Guyana’s Assad 
Fudadin Leading with 

Runs

Assad Fudadin has so 
far scored 259 runs in 
the Regional Four-Day 
Tournament. He has the 
highest runs so far in the 
competition. In his first 
game against the Leeward 
Islands, Fudadin got 11 and 
52, against the Windward 
Islands 0, 52 and against 
CCC 102 and 42. He has 
reached 2,000 first class 
runs from 44 matches. 

Note: The team that 
wins this year’s Four-Day 
Regional Tournament will 
receive the Headley/Weekes 
Trophy. This is in honor of 
West Indies greats George 
Headley and Sir Everton 
Weekes. 

By George H. Whyte

Eyes on Cricket

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. Leases incl 12k mi per yr, add’l mi at 18¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices refl ect all avail incentives to dlr. Must 
be approv. by prim lender Tier 0. Tier 1 Sign & Drive. Total paymts/Due at Sign: Altima=$2856/$895; Maxima=$11,271/$895; Rogue=$7761/$895; Murano=$11,271/$895. Due at signing=$0 1st mo. paymt+$0 Down pymt+$0 
Security Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. Must be from dlr stock. Offers can’t be combined with other offers. ‡Restrictions apply. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.

LIMITED OFFER! TRADE IN 
ANY HONDA, TOYOTA, OR HYUNDAI, 
AND GET AN 
ADDITIONAL  

$1000!

0%APR0%APR0%APR0%APR

Buy
 For

$17,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$25,699
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$27,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$20,499
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ALTIMA
Stk#500419, 
VIN#CN457668, 
VIN#CN474226, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$21,350, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$109
Per Mo. 24 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ROGUE
Stk#500346, 
VIN#CW702100, 
VIN#CW363293, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$22,775, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

      $169
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MAXIMA
Stk#500274, 
VIN#CC812805, 
VIN#CC813005, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$239
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MURANO
Stk#500496, 
VIN#CW204327, 
VIN#CW205993, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$249
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

BayRidgeNissan.com

5th Ave. and 65th St., Brooklyn 888.801.9107DMV#7076824 NYCDCA Lic. #698282

Trinidad crumbles from Barbados pace

File photo of West Indies’ Sulieman Benn bowling.  
 AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†72 mos @ 3.9% APR financing w/$2991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. 

Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 2/29/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

179179179 Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7215-40K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

2007 
BMW X5 AWD
$28,981

*

$14,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7838-42K mi.

6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4

$25,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, 3rd Row, Stk#U7842-18K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 DODGE

DURANGO 4X4
$22,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7205-20K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

$10,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7713-39K mi.

6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CALIBER
$13,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7634-17K mi.

9 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 CHRYSLER

200
$16,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7091-36K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING

$17,981
Auto, A/C, Stk#U7584-41K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 JEEP

WRANGLER 4 DR. 4X4
$19,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7793-32K mi.

7 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CHALLENGER

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Alloys, Stk#U7827-47K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.
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HONDA
OF NEW ROCHELLE

Open 7 Days A Week 
MON-FRI 7:30AM-8PM, SAT 7:30AM-6PM, SUN 9AM-4PM
No Appt. Necessary, Oil Changes, 30 Min. Or Less. 
Tire Rotation, Batteries, Wipers, Filters & MORE!

HONDA
OF NEW ROCHELLE

HONDAOFNEWROCHELLE.COM
30 MAIN STREET, NEW ROCHELLE

(ACROSS FROM NEW CAR SHOWROOM)

888.905.3771

FOR ANY 1ST TIME HONDA OF NEW ROCHELLE CUSTOMER

Valid at Honda of New Rochelle only. Must present prior to write up. No two offers 
can be combined. No prior services apply. EXP: 2/29/12 Bronx Times Edition Valid at Honda of New Rochelle only. Must present prior to write up. No two offers 

can be combined. No prior services apply. EXP: 2/29/12 Bronx Times Edition

YOUR VEHICLE’S MAINTENANCE MINDER SYSTEM TRACKS THE REMAINING ENGINE OIL LIFE IN YOUR VEHICLE. IT 
THEN DISPLAYS MAINTENANCE SERVICE SYMBOLS IN THE ODOMETER/TRIP METER AREA. AS PART OF THE MAINTE-

NANCE MINDER SYSTEM, A SEPARATE “WRENCH” ICON APPEARS, INDICATING THAT REQUIRED MAINTENANCE IS DUE. 

WATCH FOR 
THE WRENCH

The Best of Caribbean Life…

is just a click away.

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper

Brooklyn/Staten Island Edition

email: caribbeanlife@cnglocal.com

FREE

Check out our new website at www.caribbeanlifenews.com
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By Donna Lamb & Kenton Kirby

The announcement Monday 

that key legislative leaders, under 

threat of a government shutdown, 

had agreed to  go along with Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo’s do-or-die budget 

proposal, does not go over well with 

thousands of city and state employ-

ees who turned out Thursday, 

March 24, to make their voices 

heard.
“I’m fit to be tied,”  John Quesnoe, 

a Brooklyn  barber,” complained to 

a Caribbean Life reporter. “Why 

should we have to bear the burden, 

while the rich get off scotch free.” 

Qesnoe was among the several 

thousand union members, students 

and community activists, mem-

bers of District Council 37 -- the 

largest labor union in New York 

City, rallied outside City Hall and 

marched through the financial dis-

trict with a clear message: “Stop 

threatened budget cuts that would 

cause schools to close, tuition to 

rise, severely cut social services 

and force thousands more layoffs of 

municipal workers.”

Their anger was with the rich, 

who they insisted must pay their 

fair share of city and state taxes, so 

that the rest of society is not forced 

to carry a disproportionate amount 

of the New York financial burden. 

Days before a compromise was 

reached between  Senate  leader  

By David Mcfadden

KINGSTON, Jamaica 

(AP) — Jamaican Prime 

Minister Bruce Golding 

said Thursday that U.S. 

Embassy officials displayed 

a “belligerent attitude” 

toward his government 

after Washington sought 

the extradition of a reputed 

crime boss with ties to his 

political party.

Golding said the U.S. 

Embassy’s charge d’affaires 

pressured his justice 

minister to quickly hand 

over alleged drug kingpin 

Christoper “Dudus” Coke 

during at least two phone 

calls within days of his 

government receiving the 

August 2009 extradition 

FIT TO BE TIED
Unions fight back against 

state, city budget cuts

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 5

Jamaica 

complains 

about U.S. 

pressure

At workers’ 

rally, student 

mounts charg-

ing bull to sym-

bolize defeat 

of Wall Street 

values. 

Photo by 

Donna Lamb

LAMINATES

Any Room

$699

FREE 
SHOP

AT
HOME 1-800-RUGS-R-US

CARPET – 3 Rooms
FREE PADDING!  FREE INSTALLATION!

(up to 108 sq ft)

$299
www.1800RugsRUs.net

(up to 288 sq ft)

Brooklyn/Staten Island Edition

email: caribbeanlife@cnglocal.comFREE

011

Check out our new website at www.caribbeanlifenews.com
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By Ben Fox and Trenton Daniel
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— Former Haitian President Jean-
Bertrand “Titid” Aristide returned 
home from seven years in exile to a 
celebrity welcome Friday, mobbed 
by close allies and journalists out-
side his private plane before being 
hustled into an airport VIP lounge 
as crowds of supporters rallied in 
the streets outside the terminal.

Aristide waved and blew a kiss 

to the small crowd at the runway, 
then began to deliver a speech 
in which he thanked his chant-
ing, jubilant supporters. His wife, 
Mildred, wept.“This man is our father, with-

out him we haven’t lived,” said 
31-year-old Sainvil Petit-Frere, 
one of about 3,000 cheering and 
chanting supporters in a quickly 
growing crowd. “This is the doctor 

By Nelson A. KingThe United Nations said on Mar. 17 that 33 countries will participate this week in the Caribbean region’s first full-scale tsunami warning exercise as part of its efforts to test and strengthen the region’s defenses against such disasters. The U.N. said the exercise, dubbed “Caribe Wave 11,” aims to test the early warn-ing system for tsunamis and other coastal hazards set up in the region in 2005 by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), established under the U.N. Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The exercise will be based on a fictional earth-quake measuring 7.6 on the 

TITID’S 
BACKAristide returns to Haiti

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5

Full-scale 
tsunami 
drills

Haiti’s former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide gestures to supporters 

from the plane as his wife Mildred stands behind him as they arrive to 

the airport in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday March 18, 2011. 

 

AP Photo/Alexandre Meneghini
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BUSINESS IDEA REAL. See page 4
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By Nelson A. King 
The United States has approved 

eight more airports for charter 
flights to and from Cuba, permit-
ting more people to travel to the 
Spanish-speaking Caribbean coun-
try.

Obama administration officials 
said the airports include Atlanta’s 
Hartsfield-Jackson, the world’s 
busiest, and Chicago’s O’Hare 
International Airport. 

The other airports approved 
include those in Baltimore, 

Dallas/Fort Worth, New Orleans, 
Pittsburgh, Tampa and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

Prior to the March 9 decision, 
flights to Cuba were only allowed 
from Los Angeles, Miami, and New 
York. 

The expanded flights are in 
keeping with Obama’s decision, 
announced earlier this year, to 
further reach out to the Cuban 
people. 

“As Hartsfield-Jackson is the 

By Bert Wilkinson 
For the second time this 

month, Caribbean govern-
ments have been forced to 
go into emergency mode 
to check on the well-being 
of, or arrange for the hasty 
departure of citizens from 
far-away countries plagued 
by civil unrest or natural 
disaster, with the latest 
relating to the plight of 
nationals living in Japan, as 
the country reels from last 
week’s devastating earth-
quake, tsunami and fears of 
a nuclear meltdown. 

A month ago, diplomats 
at foreign ministries across 
the region were working 
feverishly to make contact 
with and arrange flights 
for Caribbean citizens who 
wanted to abandon mostly 
Islamic study stints, tour-
ism and petroleum indus-
try jobs as civil unrest 
boiled in Egypt and later in 
neighboring Libya.

Hours after the 8.9 
magnitude quake struck 
Japan, calls were placed by 
Caribbean governments to 
Tokyo and other Japanese 
cities where nationals from 

OPEN 
SKIES 

TO CUBA
U.S. creates easier 
access to Havana

Continued on page 5 Continued on page 4

Scramble 
to locate 
Caribs 
abroad
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All O’ That Is Mas!
Trinidad and Tobago celebrated one of the best carnivals in 
recent memory, culminating on March 15 with the grand Mardi 
Gras competition at Queens Park Savannah in Port of Spain. 
This  Yuma masquerader, was a delight to onlookers as she 
waded across the stage.  See Page 27.  Photo by Coral King

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more 

 Updated every weekday!

Caribbean Crossword by StatePoint Media, Inc.

Answers in Classified Section

ACROSS

1. Three square ones a day
6. Feline sound
9. Slope or hillside
13. Muslim God
14. Spermatozoa counterpart
15. “Little Deuce _____,” song
16. _____ Boothe Luce
17. “Lake” in Provence
18. Taken by server
19. *Where most Presidents 
went to college
21. *He was famously Catholic
23. “He ___ and drank the 
precious words...”
24. Fool
25. Toy maker
28. “The American Tribal Love-
Rock Musical”
30. Interstellar cloud
35. Like sinister side in “Star 
Wars”
37. Mountain goat terrain
39. Ranked or graded
40. Used in fencing
41. Luciano Pavarotti, e.g.
43. Actress ____ Sofer
44. “Your Body Is a 
Wonderland” performer
46. ____ Lee
47. Hat part
48. Popular flowering shrub
50. Do over

52. Feared by illegal immi-
grants
53. “Far and ____” the best
55. It fought British rule
57. Like a snake
61. *Tallest President
65. Hoppity-like board game
66. *35 is the minimum ___
68. Embryo sacs
69. Type of flu
70. Chewbacca’s sidekick
71. Like yellow polka dot bikini
72. Not nice
73. R&R spot
74. Plural of suffix denoting 
female

DOWN

1. One of these is approxi-
mately equal to speed of 
sound
2. Famous female scat singer
3. Having or resembling wings
4. Caterpillar precursor
5. Holder for #40 Across
6. Result of dampness
7. Actress Longoria
8. Mad or crazy
9. *Pres. Coolidge was “____ 
on the Fourth of July”
10. Ill-mannered
11. Imitated
12. Suggestive of supernatural

15. Talk it over
20. Respond
22. Longest division of geo-
logical time
24. Grain storage
25. Organ swelling
26. Largest city in Bolivia
27. Goddess of love, Norse 
mythology
29. Wraths
31. Aggressive remark
32. Wombs
33. Most famous Bolshevik?
34. *First White House inhabit-
ant
36. ____ over
38. *He won popular but lost 
electoral vote
42. Exact halves of diameters
45. *Oldest elected President
49. Hole punching tool
51. Like baroque
54. Indian nursemaids
56. Highest points
57. It featured George Michael
58. Enthusiastic review
59. Hipbones
60. FBI agent
61. River in Siberia
62. Singles
63. Drawn in the sand?
64. They oppose the yeahs
67. Generation ___




































